
City of Topeka, Kansas 

Department of Neighborhood Relations 



• Provide Noticeable Neighborhood Impacts 

 

• Improve the Quality of Life of Residents 

 

• Enhance Resident Wealth and Community Wealth 

 

• Invest Budgeted Tax Dollars Effectively and Efficiently  



• Most Critical Need Based 

• Prior Neighborhood Investment/Involvement 

• Reasonable Chance of Success 

• Resident & Property Owner Desire 

• Transitional Change 

• Private Sector Appeal 



• Stage I – Planning 

 

• Stage II – Design 

 

• Stage III – Implementation & Investment 



• Neighborhood Planning 

• Create a Neighborhood Plan 

• Refine existing Plan 

• Identification of needs and potential resources 

• Establishment of Target Areas 

• Primary & Secondary 

• Infrastructure projects 









• “Design Stage” sets the tone for collaboration 
• Existing housing repair begins 

• Homeowner/Rental/Exterior Rehabilitation 

• Voluntary demolition 

• Design of Infrastructure Improvements begins 

• Public Works:  Streets, alleys, curb and gutter, sidewalks & 
accessibility improvements, utility improvements 

• SNCO Parks & Recreation:  Park improvements 











Alley off 12th Street Alley off Huntoon 







• “Implementation and Investment Stage” – timing is critical 

• Completion of Housing Rehab Activation activities 

• Infill development 

• Homeownership opportunities 

• Property Maintenance 

• Public Improvements begin – streets/sidewalks, parks, etc.  

• Beyond SORT 

• Empowerment 







• Reversed the trend of disinvestment 

• Created personal & community wealth 

• Enhanced neighborhood pride 

• Improved quality of life 

• Sustainability (Neighborhoods & homes) 



 2004 – 2005 
• Monroe 
• East Topeka South 
• Tennessee Town 

 2006 – 2007 
• Chesney Park 
• East Topeka North 
• Hi-Crest 
• Historic Old Town 

 2008 – 2009 
• Central Park 
• Historic Holliday Park  

 

 2009 – 2011 
• Chesney Park 
• Ward Meade 

 2011 – 2013 
• Central Highland Park 
• Hi-Crest 

 2013 – 2015 
• Historic North Topeka East 
• Oakland 

 2015 – 2017 
• North Topeka West 
• Hi-Crest 

 



2017 Planning / 2018 & 2019 Funding 



• Application packet mailed May 27, 2016 
• Application Workshop 
• Technical Assistance 

• Applications due to DNR November 21, 2016 @ 5pm 

• Citizen Advisory Council select two Target Area NIAs on 

December 7th 

•  City Council approval January 2017 

 



• Neighborhood Characteristics 

• Health map & block groups 

• Neighborhood plan 

• Priority investment area 

• Previous SORT designation 







• Neighborhood Needs 

• What are the needs 

• Existing positive features 

• Potential limitations 



• Impact and Benefits 

• Why are you applying 

• What changes do you want 

• Beneficiaries and impact of 
future efforts 



• Capacity and Commitment 

• NIA SORT Committee 

• Revitalization strategies and 
previous implementation, OR 

• Previous activities 

• Evidence of follow through 



• Establish SORT Committee 

• Technical assistance 

• Submissions are due November 21st by 5pm 

• CAC Selection, Wednesday, December 7th, 6:30pm 

• City Council approval, January 2017 

 



DNR Contact 

Roseanna Haugen, rhaugen@topeka.org, 368-3663 
 

Planning Contact 

Dan Warner, dwarner@topeka.org, 368-3006 
 

Engineering Contact  

Brian Faust, bfaust@topeka.org, 368-3842 
 

Shawnee County Parks & Recreation Contact 

Terry Bertels, terry.bertels@snco.us, 251-2659 
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