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THE TOPEKA LANDMARKS COMMISSION MEETING

Holliday Office Building
620 SE Madison Ave., Holliday Conference Room, 1* Floor

AGENDA

Thursday, October 13, 2016
5:30 PM

Roll Call
Approval of Minutes — September 8, 2016 Minutes

Welcome New Appointment to the Topeka Landmarks Commission, Mark
Burenheide

CLGR16-06 by Jayhawk Theatre, proposing the placement of the theatre marquee at
the 7" Street entrance to the Jayhawk Tower.

Final Review and Approval of the South Kansas Avenue and Mill Block Historic District
Design Guidelines — https://www.topeka.org/downtown-topeka-historic-district-
design-guidelines

Report from Attending Commissioners on the 2016 Kansas Preservation Alliance
State Conference in Abilene, Kansas.

Historic Tax Credit Workshop Update

Country Club Addition Historic District Presentation

Notice of Staff Activities, and Administrative and DRC Approvals
Other Items

Adjournment

ADA Notice: For special accommodations for this event, please contact the Planning

Department at 785-368-3728 at least three working days in advance.
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TOPEKA LANDMARKS COMMISSION
MINUTES

Thursday, September 8, 2016
Holliday Office Building | 620 SE Madison | 1** Floor Holliday Conference Room

l. Roll Call

Members Present: Grant Sourk, Christine Steinkeuhler, Donna Rae Pearson, Nelda Henning (fka
Gaito), Jeff Carson, Davis Heit (6)

Members Absent: Paul Post, Bryan Falk (2)
Staff Present: Tim Paris, Dan Warner, Kris Wagers
Il. Approval of Minutes — August 11, 2016
Motion by Mr. Carson to approve as typed; second by Ms. Pearson. APPROVAL 6-0-0

lll. Presentation and Discussion of South Kansas Avenue and Mill Block Historic District Design
Guidelines — Peter Benton, Heritage Strategies, LLC

Mr. Benton informed the group that a public meeting had been offered earlier in the afternoon for
property owners but none attended. He went on to explain that this was the third public meeting
offered, with the first two being well attended. He added that there had been a number of meetings
with specific groups such as realtors, architects, etc. that had been well attended.

Ms. Pearson asked if the draft had been made available to the public and she was informed that the link
was available on the website and people had been made aware of its presence. Mr. Paris stated that he
had received some comments regarding the Design Guidelines draft.

Mr. Benton proceeded to review the draft, going through it chapter by chapter and highlighting items.

In regard to chapter 3 of the draft, Mr. Benton stated that some of the information included specifically
deals with how to deal with items that the Landmarks Commission must find against that can then go to
the Topeka Governing Body. Criteria is given as to how the Governing Body might be able to approve
something that the Landmarks Commission could not because the two bodies base their decisions on
different criteria. He stated that the Governing Body can allow something they feel is a reasonable and
prudent alternative, with prudent being a key word.

There was discussion regarding the chapter on signage and visitors in attendance asked questions and
had discussion with Commissioners and Mr. Benton about the draft and city sign ordinances governing
signage. The visitors were Virginia Baumgartner and Cindy Proett, both of Luminous Neon.

One of the items discussed was the comment by Mr. Benton that while a “profusion of signs” (“sign
clutter”) is characteristic of a historic district historically, it's not something we want to do today. Ms.
Henning stated that she thought some of the guidelines regarding signs should be included in more than
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TOPEKA LANDMARKS COMMISSION
MINUTES

one chapter (i.e. chapter dealing with signs and new construction / storefront sections, etc.). Mr. Benton
stated he thinks it is but will review and confirm.

Additional discussion was had by Commissioners and guests regarding signage, with the guests
suggesting that the guidelines may be too narrow regarding signs. The consensus among
Commissioners was that the details of sign regulations must /do come from City ordinances rather than
the design guidelines. Mr. Benton pointed out that the guidelines remain rather vague in deference to
the City ordinances.

Mr. Benton pointed out that the Design Guidelines are written so that they can change. Upon
completion of his consultant agreement, the City will receive an editable electronic version so that it can
be updated.

IV. Confirmation of Plans to Attend the 2016 Kansas Preservation Alliance State Conference in Abilene,
September 28" & 2g™"

Mr. Paris reviewed the plans that had been made for the upcoming conference in Abilene, Kansas. All
commissioners plan to attend, with the exception of Mr. Carson and Mr. Heit who, regretfully, are not
free those days.

V. Potwin/College Avenue/Holliday Park Historic Tax Credit Workshop Update

Mr. Paris explained that he has been working with Ms. Steinkuehler to put together a Tax Credit
Workshop, which will be held October 20 at Westminster Presbyterian Church. He stated that the plan is
to have homeowners from Potwin, who have experience with tax credits, speak with homeowners from
College Hill and Holliday Park Historic Districts about the possibility and process of applying for and
using the credits. It was agreed by the Commission that this is an excellent idea.

VI. Other Items

Mr. Paris stated that he has received proposals for the Auburndale and Topeka Cemetery surveys.
Committees will meet September 19 to review the proposals and choose consultants for the projects.

Mr. Paris informed the Commission that the Countryclub Addition is interested in pursuing Historic
District status. He will be meeting with representatives from there to explore this possibility.

With no further official business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:15pm
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October 13, 2016

CERTIFIED LOCAL GOVERNMENT
CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
REVIEW REPORT

TOPEKA PLANNING DEPARTMENT

CASE NO: CLGR16-66 by: Historic Jayhawlk Theatre of Kansas

PROPOSAL: The applicant is requesting Certificate of Appropriateness review for the re-
instailation of a marquee for the Historic Jayhawk State Theatre of Kansas onto the north
entrance of the Jayhawk Tower along the frontage of the 100 block of SW 7 Street. Both the
Jayhawk State Theatre and the Jayhawk Tower are individually listed on the National Register of
Historic Places, and are both located within the South Kansas Avenue National Historic District.

BACKGROUND: This Certificate of Appropriate Review was originally considered by the
Topeka Landmarks Commission at their May 14, 2016 meeting. At that time, suggestions were
made for modest moditications to the size and lighting configurations of the marquee. The
applicant agreed to revise the plans for the marquee accordingly. The revised drawings were
presented to the Landmarks Commission’s Design Review Committee on September 20, 2016.
Further suggestions were made to reduce the overall height of the sign panels to proportionally
reduce the height of the east and west facing EMC sign faces. The applicant and project architect
agreed, and have presented the attached design for the Commission’s consideration,

The marquee project is unique due to its involvement of two separate structures that are each
individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places, and are both located within the
South Kansas Avenue National Register Historic District. Both the Jayhawk Tower, originally
constructed as the Hotel Jayhawk, and the Jayhawk Theatre were constructed in 1926. The
Jayhawk Tower, and the Jayhawk Theatre, were both placed on the National Register in 1982.

The Hotel and the Theatre were designed as a unified hotel/entertainment complex, with the
theater located behind the hotel and the adjacent Jayhawk Walk. Access to the theater was
accommodated via the Hotel on SW 7" Street from the north, and The Walk on SW Jackson
Street from the west. Signage for the hotel and the theater from the entrance on SW 7" Street
originally consisted of a vertical, cantilevered neon sign, extending above the north entrance to
the Hotel. This sign extended vertically up the north fagade of the hotel for 6 stories, and

remained in place on the hotel until it was removed in 1982. (See attached photos.)

The Theatre marquee was placed above the ground level entrance from SW 7" Street at some
point in the early to mid-1930’s. This sign remained at this location until its removal when the
Theatre closed in 1976,

REVIEW SUMMARY: The Kansas State Historic Preservation Office requires that all projects
occurring on any property listed on the Register of Historic Kansas Places be reviewed for their
affect on the listed property and the surrounding district, State law (K.S.A. 75-2724) establishes
that the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation be used to evaluate changes
proposed to any property that is individually listed, or is located within an historic district. The
following is an analysis of the application of each Standard to the proposed project.
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Standard 1.

Analysis:

Standard 2.

Analysis:

Standard 3,

Analysis:

Standard 4.
Analysis:

Standuard 3.

A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use that
requires minimal change to the defining characteristics of the building and its
site and environment.

The proposed project to replace the marquee for the Jayhawk Theatre will not
alter the use of either the theater or the Jayhawk Tower. The marquee will be
placed in its original location, and will replace an existing cantilevered awning,
resulting in minimal alteration to the exterior fagade of the Jayhawk Tower.

The historic character of a properly shall be retained and preserved. The
removal of historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that
characterize a property shall be avoided.

The design of the proposed marquee is based on documented evidence of the
design, scale, and general appearance of the original. The only visible, noticeable
difference between the original and its replacement lies in the incorporation of
LED messaging and animation technologies that will replace the internal lighting
component of the original. The LED sign face-plates will be present on three
sides of the marquee. One of these sides will be permanently lit with the words
”Jayhawk Theatre,” and will measure 23 sq. ft. in size. The remaining two sides
will feature programmable, animated messaging areas, each of which will
measure 36 sq. feet in size. The measurements of the LED portions of the
marquee are compliant will all of the City of Topeka’s Electronic Message
Center sign provisions. (/8.25.010)

This project will require the removal of the non-historic cantilevered awning over
the entrance, resulting in the return of this fagade of the building to a historically
appropriate appearance.

Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and
use. Changes that create a false sense of historical development, sucl as
adding conjectural features or archifectural elements from other buildings,
shall not be undertaken.

This project will require the removal of the non-historic cantilevered awning over
the entrance. The current awning bears little resemblance to any of the previous
iterations of awnings that have been placed above the entrance at this location,
Therefore, it is recommended that this project will return the fagade to a similar
appearance dating to the 1930s.

The notable distinguishing characteristic of this replacement marquee will be in

the incorporation of LED lighting and electronic messaging technology, thus
establishing this version as visibly distinct from the original.

Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic
significance in their own right shall be retained and preserved.

The awning currently in place over the entrance to the Jayhawk Tower has not
achieved its own historical significance.

Disiinctive features, finishes, and consiruction fechniques or examples of
craftsmanship that characterize a property shall be preserved.
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Analysis:

Standard 6.

Analysis:

Standard 7.

Analysis:

Standard 8.

Analysis:

Standard 9.

Analysis:

Standard 10.

Analysis:

No distinctive features, finishes, or unique examples of construction techniques
or craftsmanship will be removed in conjunction with this project.

Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where the
severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new
Sfeature shall match the old in design, color, texture, and other visual qualities
and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features shall be
substantiated by documentary, physical, or pictorial evidence.

There are no deteriorated features or components to this property that will be
retained or replaced.

Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage fo
historic materials shall not be used. The surface cleaning of structures, if
appropriate, shall be undertaken using the gentlest means possible.

N/A

Significant archeological resources affected by a project shall be profected and
preserved. If such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be
undertaken.

N/A

New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not
destroy historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be
differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size,
scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property
and its environment,

The proposed replacement marquee will be nearly identical in the size, massing,
scale, and general appearance to the original.

New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in
such a manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of
the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired,

N/A

STAFF _RECOMMENDATION: In light of these standards and the preceding analysis,

Planning Staff recommends to the Topeka Landmarks Commission a finding that the replacement
of the marquee canopy over the north entrance to the Jayhawk Tower, located at 700 SW Jackson
Street will not damage or destroy the historic integrity of the Jayhawk Tower Building, or
the historic integrity of the surrounding South Kansas Avenue National Historic District.

Prepared by:

Page3 of 3



toaaan

T oNYIEL

pasinay
S7130 L&3ONOD

LOLY

SNOIETY

" 4B OBATHD
£ 4R NMTHT

SLOILIHOUV

F3N0UVIN
FHLVAHL YMVYHAVYT

-~
o
o
«
=
~
>
(@]
P
w0
o
=
193]
=
—
o
U
S
~
w
o]
[o2]
[=2]
=]
w

=

UONVIU.LEA

—\< SNOILYATTI 8 SNY'1d

-
m Q pRbo f S0 GAICUIOAE SPINGIG I

Uo/SEIALeD EAIBWpUET ol ]

(WIS Lsv3)

NOILYAZT3 mOEu._.Z_ 153m

145045 oIS
AANE3 OIS

\OETIoNE G000 553307

(WIS 153
NOILYAZ T3 LS¥3
arZl
gpopoponolnaoo000n00n000q

¥
1

o 1 and]

LN GH3LET
3 W
D3 LY

04RO BRUSING DL
L23NYET 204 Ca AT
OLHIveI MBISIAGL
L4405 M3 2o
ACEIND TNRINAL
LN0ASHNO0 SN

©L 1DANNOSEH

NIVHO MOTLEAG
Aa3sHING

= aE

NY1d ONMI30 31037438

\\\\\ 2

\\\\\\\\ 7

]

QETWEAIWD STANY
NN OI65 14
Iszizh N "4

14

i R

NY1dals ‘@

"5 NOSHIYT

QI T

L NOIL¥AZT3 LNOYd

ANDYS ND GHELLI SIS
goponnanaoon

Pl 03ET0W
ogooong

VHLEYAVRANE |

guopdooog

L]
=3
[—

ri
Nlemswisnawsa

Teiveds NDIG IOk

\\\\\\\ Yy

A

owang
SNILENT

{03103 31
et aﬁ_inuu./

v 400

SNILS

HivHE MOT4H3AD
ASHIDHING

= / :

I

Snvuana any |
400y |v

g

N¥1d 4004

062 507103 HaLVA OL
GEANI¥d 013 MO CIANIYA 45 30 OL INIHGY S Oy
G130 CN[MUIT OIS53HY L TLIN X IHE T T

630 43 AL

“JHNLINKLE OKI33 DIOLEIH DRILEINS CHY SHNLINKAS
3315 IHOLISIH ONILEIXE O NOT DNV L1dVH
anw DRLICGH TGN TANOHVY ONLSHG Tiv 0n3a 't

ks

oo
WA A D

SNOILO3S TIV13d

g-8NOILO3S

QIUINOD L4405
oK
3 TINNYHI
v OIS
DA 3ENL 2

us
QEzZitwATeD SNy
ONiNIZD 036534d
CRIHLYIHS vk Td b

o o] (§=N
l\ V8
AL GO
sy
6 OL LIS ANLS
UK § 3L SR
| D N3y
4 v Ol FHALINHIT
S LS OIS 1605
asiv Nowvinck
../ FwHENIN QDM ONIdaS
0oy
Wi aIaT0n Biariivans
AT
¢ Troth Sadvitnd
i Hiw
Wi d anLs T e ¢
I
i
1471 i
oat -
]
av3 L ddvadea
U NOLLTHIRSEL
SNHSYIAAINIGD
(3015
saval keis
oot
i
2
U 3ovavd
¥ )
anez flitr L5
B
AaTy] HINYOg |
| 7 1 Y-¥ NOILLO3S
1S GITRAATYD
e i b
1111 SNOPHIARGTL | O
= 5] VAT 1
5 L T3 I = =
AT GIHIADD 1190 I o ¢ 1 o s
_.l = I =
" E Ao
. LS LS
Ui 39ML 151G
o R g
AIazR AT
& i sbeHan o
& LS LG
] SUr2Hnozy Erd g
3 uaevo wascar [ o roivne
B SG Bt ——__| T S s
™, | omuwas
== | QMK T o
LHENESHONIY T i
31 0L DANAON 161 03T )| A )
o 11— TWHNLINULD 434
_1 NT¥E T 0N HEHIVE: | S L3N TROANIY
4 FnLE
WLV
Lot Lt ﬂ?sgxa
ﬁk.n i Y NOLANIANAL
_ Ot ls
[N "
ner - | VKD L5024NE
1 TR ——" |
‘ |
-,
[

o

CTERT]



£

4 A - 4 ._m\._,.o._. v_.a,mim.m_..

.. ..mn..‘.\u‘.‘.. ——

il

umw




	1 October 13 agenda
	2 9-8-16 LC Minutes DRAFT
	3 CLGR16-06 Jayhawk Marquee Staff Report

