
THE TOPEKA LANDMARKS COMMISSION MEETING  
 

Holliday Office Building 
620 SE Madison Ave., Holliday Conference Room 

1st Floor 
 

AGENDA 
Thursday, January 8, 2015 

5:30 PM 
 

I. Roll Call 
 

II. Approval of Minutes – October 9, 2014 Minutes 
 

III. Welcome to New Landmarks Commissioners 
 

IV. Election of 2015 Landmarks Commission Chair 
 

V. Election of 2015 Landmarks Commission Vice-Chair 
 

VI. Updates on Landmarks Commission Activities 
 
1. Topeka Worth Saving Endangered Properties List 
2. Landmarks Thematic Marketing 
3. Heritage Tourism Grant Programs 
4. Partnership with the TSCPL Historic Environment Work Program 
 

VII. Review and Vote on Administrative Review and Approval Project List 
 

VIII. Update on 2014 Historic Preservation Fund Grant Activities 
 
1. Downtown Historic District Nominations 
2. College Hill Historic Survey 
 

IX. Discussion of 2015 Historic Preservation Fund Grant Applications 
 
1. College Hill Historic Survey 
2. Holliday Park Historic Survey and Historic District Expansion 
3. Other Neighborhood Surveys 
4. Landmark Commission Educational Activities (Conference Scholarships) 

 
X. Discussion of 2015 Landmarks Commission Work Program 

 
XI. Other Items 

 
XII. Adjournment 
 

ADA Notice:  For special accommodations for this event, please contact the Planning 
Department at 785-368-3728 at least three working days in advance. 



MINUTES OF THE TOPEKA LANDMARKS COMMISSION 
Thursday, October 9, 2014 

620 SE MADISON STREET – HOLLIDAY CONFERENCE ROOM 
 
I. Roll Call: 

• Members Present: Chair Zach Snethen, Amber Bonnett, Murl Riedel, Nelda Gaito, Grant Sourk, Paul 
Post, Mark Tyree (7) 

• Members Absent:, Leon Graves, (1) 
• Staff Present: Tim Paris, Dan Warner 
  

II. Approval of August 14, 2014 Minutes – Murl Riedel moved approval of the minutes of the August 14, 
2014 meeting, as presented. The motion was seconded by Grant Sourk, and was APPROVED by a vote of 
5-0-0. Amber Bonnett and Nelda Gaito were not present for the vote.  
 

III. Report on Attendance at the Kansas Preservation Alliance Annual Conference, and Certified Local 
Government Training – Grant Sourk opened the discussion on the annual CLG training in Emporia by 
suggesting Topeka follow the lead of other cities in developing a smartphone app that can be used by 
visitors to learn about and visit historical site of interest in Topeka, especially locally owned historic 
restaurants. Mr. Sourk suggested that this could be accomplished at little expense by teaming up with Visit 
Topeka, Inc. by adding local Historic Landmarks to their mobile website. Zach Snethen responded that this 
was an excellent idea, and could work to serve multiple purposes relative to preservation, tourism, and 
local cultural appreciation very well. Murl Riedel asked if a committee of Commissioners could be 
established to pursue the idea. Mr. Snethen responded that the first step prior to a committee would be to 
inquire with Visit Topeka to determine their willingness to participate, and the project’s feasibility. Tim 
Paris said that he would inquire with Visit Topeka to determine their reaction to the program. 
 

IV. Presentation on the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation – Katrina Ringler from the 
Kansas State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) presented a detailed overview of the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation to the Commission. Ms. Ringler said that there are four separate sets 
of Standards, the others being Restoration, Preservation, and Reconstruction, but that Rehabilitation was 
the most frequently used standard by both the SHPO office, and Certified Local Governments around the 
country for conducting reviews of historic structures. Ms. Ringler emphasized that aesthetic judgments bore 
little value in conducting reviews, reiterating the role of the Standards in their place. Ms. Ringler said that 
all listed properties are defined by a period of significance, and it is that period that should be used to 
judge the appropriateness of proposed changes to listed structures. Mr. Paris reminded the Commission 
that the recommended period of significance for Downtown Topeka was 1890 to 1962, and that within 
that time frame, several different styles of architecture are represented. Mr. Paris suggested that facades 
placed over the upper levels of storefronts could be deemed historically significant if they were erected 
more than 50 years ago, and had become character-defining features of that property. With current 
public and private investment and interest in revitalizing Downtown Topeka, Mr. Paris predicted a number 
of reviews for rehabilitation projects in the future, should the area become listed as an historic district.  
 

V. Thematic Marketing Campaigns for Local Landmark Nominations – Mr. Paris reported that he had met 
with the City Communications Director, and the Planning Director regarding the concept of a thematic 
marketing campaign. Mr. Paris said that it was the suggestion of the Suzie Gilbert, the Communications 
Director, to refrain from a major announcement about the campaign until a property was nominated that 
fit the thematic marketing criteria. Upon receiving that nomination, the City could issue a press release, and 
move forward with a media event at the location of the business announcing their willingness to become a 
locally listed historic landmark, and urge other similar business to follow their lead. Mr. Paris reported that 
Bill Fiander, the City’s Planning Director, suggested crafting a letter inviting other targeted businesses, 
asking them to contact the Planning department for more information about becoming a local historic 
landmark, and detailing the benefits that status entails.  
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VI. Upcoming Preservation Activities and Presentations – Murl Riedel announced that an event, co-hosted 
by the Kansas Humanities Council, the SHPO, the Topeka-Shawnee County Public Library, and the Topeka 
Landmarks Commission, was held on August 23rd. Mr. Riedel reported that the event was swell attended, 
and offered helpful insights for persons wanting to conduct historical research on their own homes. Mr. 
Riedel added that the Library, SHPO, and the Kansas Humanities Council, would be hosting an additional 
event on October 11, 2014, where members of the public would be offered the opportunity to learn and 
conduct a historical reconnaissance survey, using the Elmhurst Neighborhood as the location for that survey.  
 

VII. There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m.  
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Name Mailing Address Phone Email Term expires
Number of 

Terms CLG Required
Amber Bonnett 615 SW 5th Street #2 785-250-2174 appleinvasion@yahoo.com 12/31/15 first

Topeka, KS 66603 No

Paul Post 5897 SW 29th Street 785-273-1353 paulpost@paulpost.com 03/31/17 first
Topeka KS 66614 No

Leon Graves 812A SW Fillmore 845-8477 leon.graves63@yahoo.com 01/26/16 second
Topeka KS  66606 No

David Heit 1730 SW High Ave. 785-220-8231 davidheit7@gmail.com 12/31/17 first
Topeka, KS 66604 Yes

Nelda Gaito 2768 SW MacVicar 786-670-1552 nelda.gaito@sbcglobal.net 12/31/16 first
Topeka KS  66611 Yes

Murl Riedel 1173 SW Webster 233-5358 h holden.cawfield@gmail.com 12/31/17 third
Topeka KS 66604 207-0503 c Yes

Jeff Carson 1276 Pembroke Ln 221-8970 (h / c) jeffcarson3s@gmail.com 12/31/17 first
Topeka, KS 66604 267-7878 (w) No

Grant Sourk 1828 SW Oakley Avenue 231 – 6957 grantsourk@kirkandcobb.com 02/28/15 first
Topeka, KS 66604 No

Bryan Falk 1225 SW Warren Ave. 785-691-9958 (c) bryanjacobfalk@gmail.com 02/28/15 first
Topeka, KS 66604 785-271-7010 Yes

Quorum = 5

Topeka Landmarks Commission

Members:  The City of Topeka Landmarks Commission shall consist of nine (9) members appointed by the Mayor with approval of the 
City Council.  
Terms:  All terms shall be for a three (3) year period commencing from date of appointment.  

Meetings:  Typically the 2nd Thursday of the month.  Please see schedule for exact dates.
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Your voice in preserving our history, culture, and heritage.

Docking State Office Building
901 SE Harrison Ave.

Date of Construction: 1957
Status: Demolition Pending

Liberty Station
1319 SE 6th Ave.

Date of Construction: Early 1920s
Status: In new commercial use. Potential Local 

Historic Landmark Status pending.

Sumner Elementary School
320 SW Western Ave

Date of Construction: 1936
Status: Undergoing long-term mothballing 

procedures for future preservation

East Topeka United Methodist Church
710 SE Lime Street

Date of Construction: 1890
Status: Demolition Pending

2014 was the inaugural year for the Topeka Worth Saving Endangered 
Properties List. The intention of this program is to provide the citizens 
of Topeka the opportunity to voice their concerns regarding the future 
of Topeka’s architectural and cultural heritage. It is hoped that Topeka 
Worth Saving will call attention to Topeka’s most threatened historic 
resources, and provide the means to communicate their concerns to 
our city’s government, business, and civic leaders. 

Properties identified by this list may include a wide variety of 
structures, such as government buildings, private and individual 
homes, churches, commercial buildings, and community schools, all 
spanning the architectural history of our city and nation.  All of these 
properties are also threatened by neglect, insufficient funds, public 
policy, or insensitive development.

Topeka Worth Saving is not a commemorative or celebratory list, 
though the unveiling of the list draws much-needed awareness to 
threatened historic sites across our city. Communication of this list to 
the broader public may raise local awareness of the threats facing these 
icons of our history, and facilitate the generation of resources 
necessary to address these threats. While we expect many of these 
properties identified as endangered to be saved or rehabilitated, the 
announcement of the list acknowledges there is still much work to be 
done.

The following page represent the collective list of endangered 
properties, as nominated by the citizens of Topeka, in 2014.

Topeka Planning Department

Preserving our Heritage
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3.25.100 Historic preservation fund. 
(a) There is hereby created in the city a special fund to be known as the historic preservation fund. Moneys 
from the general fund, community block grant funds, transient guest tax funds, or funds from any other source 
legally available for such purpose shall be credited to this fund. 
 
(b) Moneys shall be expended only on projects that facilitate tourism resulting from the preservation and 
promotion of the city’s historical assets, including but not limited to: 

 
(1) Restoring and preserving sites listed on a local, state or national register of historic sites that 
are not private or primarily commercial in nature unless open or intended to be open to the 
public on a regularly scheduled basis. 
 
(2) Marketing the city’s historical assets. 
 
(3) Providing financial commitments associated with securing grant funding from government or 
private sources. 

 
Disbursement of funds for projects identified in subsections (b)(2) and (3) of this section shall not exceed 15 
percent of the total amount of historic preservation funds allocated for each calendar year. 
(c) The historic tourism committee shall: 

 
(1) Make recommendations to the transient guest tax committee which shall determine whether 
to approve disbursement of transient guest tax funds for projects identified in subsection (b) of 
this section. 
 
(2) Make recommendations to the city manager who shall determine whether to approve 
disbursement of funds, other than transient guest tax funds, credited to the historic preservation 
fund for projects identified in subsection (b) of this section. 
 
(3) Establish bylaws and guidelines for grant applications, subject to review and approval by the 
transient guest tax committee. 

 
(d) The historic tourism committee shall consist of the following members: 

 
(1) All members of the landmarks commission; 
 
(2) One member of the Topeka tourism alliance selected by the transient guest tax committee; 
 
(3) One member of the Topeka and Shawnee County area “Freedom’s Frontier” heritage 
tourism alliance selected by the transient guest tax committee; 
 
(4) The president or designee of the Topeka lodging association; 
 
(5) The chief executive officer or designee of Visit Topeka, Inc. 

 
The individuals selected by the transient guest tax committee shall serve for as long as each is a member of 
the respective organization identified in this subsection or until removed by the transient guest tax committee. 
The chairperson of the landmarks commission shall chair the historic tourism committee which shall meet at the 
call of the chairperson. (Ord. 19763 § 1, 9-25-12.) 
 
Cross References: Boards, commissions and committees, TMC 2.05.010 et seq.; city council – mayor, Chapter 2.15 
TMC; landmarks commission, Chapter 2.60 TMC; historic preservation, Chapter 18.255 TMC. 
 

http://www.codepublishing.com/KS/Topeka/html/Topeka02/Topeka0205.html%232.05.010
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http://www.codepublishing.com/KS/Topeka/html/Topeka18/Topeka18255.html%2318.255


2014 Heritage Tourism Improvement Grant Awards Project Summary 
 
The following is the current reported status of each of the Heritage Tourism Improvement 
Grants, and Heritage Tourism Planning & Marketing Grants awarded in 2014. Included within 
each status report is the statement of the approved work plan, the total dollar amount of the 
award, and reported progress toward completion of the approved work plan.  
 
 
Recipient: Shawnee County Historical Society 
Amount Awarded: $22,726 
Approved Work Program: 1) Construction of an exit ramp onto the east face of the John Ritchie 
House that wraps around the north façade, and returns west to the front façade. 2) Installation 
of ground-based lights to illuminate the John Ritchie House at night, thus adding security to the 
building, and enhancing its visibility to drive-by tourists. 
Current Status: Completed construction of the exit ramp. Completed installation of exterior 
lighting. Pending addition to work program using unexpended funds for the 
construction/replacement of exterior signage. 
 
 
Recipient: Topeka High School Historical Society 
Amount Awarded: $32,972 
Approved Work Program: Repairs of water damage to the, floors, walls, and ceiling of the 
Topeka High School Historical Society Museum. 
Current Status: Improvements approved by USD 501; Ceiling repairs completed. 
 
 
Recipient: Friends of the Free State Capitol 
Amount Awarded: $131,600 
Approved Work Program: Strengthening floor joists; strengthening roof joists; construction of 
external staircase. 
Current Status: Project design completed; strengthening roof joists in progress. 
 
 
Recipient: Central Congregational Church 
Amount Awarded: $34,572 
Approved Work Program: Replacement of exterior protective covering over the Sanctuary’s 
stained glass windows; minor restoration of windows, as necessary. 
Current Status: Project Complete. 
 
 
 
 
 



2014 Heritage Tourism Planning & Marketing Grant Project Summary 
 
Recipient: City of Topeka Planning Department 
Amount Awarded: $5,000 
External Award Leverage: $20,000 
Approved Work Program: Two Downtown Topeka National Historic District Nominations 
Current Status: One public meeting held to discuss the scope of the project; Nomination 
preparation in progress; Submission to the Kansas State Historic Sites Board of Review 
anticipated in February, 2015. 
 
 
Recipient: City of Topeka Planning Department 
Amount Awarded: $7,500 
External Award Leverage: $12,000 
Approved Work Program: Intensive Level Historic Resources Survey of portions of the College 
Hill Neighborhood. 
Current Status: Field survey complete; Property research ongoing; Project completion 
anticipated in February, 2015 
 
 



 

 
 

List of Projects to be reviewed by Planning Staff 
 
The following is a list of project types that Planning Staff will review and comment upon on 
behalf of the Topeka Landmarks Commission and Kansas SHPO in accordance with KSA 75-
2724 and KAR 118-3-1, and Chapter 18.255 Historic Preservation, of the Topeka Municipal 
Code.  
  
Individually Listed Properties and Properties within Listed Historic Districts 

1. Reroofing (Using like material) 
2. Repair using like material and not changing the current look and size 

a) Porches 
b) Fascia 
c) Building details (i.e. cornices, porch railings, pediments, etc.) 
d) Window and door repair 
e) Other interior features that are deemed to be contributing features to the 

structure’s historical integrity. 
3. Repair/replacement of mechanical, plumbing, and electrical equipment in current location 

or installation of new such equipment on secondary or higher elevations, or are concealed 
within existing interior walls, or other minor changes that follow the Secretary of Interior 
Standards for Rehabilitation. 

4. Demolition of outbuildings and minor structures not visible from the street frontage of 
the property, and are not identified as contributing features of the property in its 
nomination for historic listing.  

5. Fascia replacement of illuminated and non-illuminated wall signs that follow the 
Secretary of Interior Standards for review.  

6. Fences behind the plane of the associated structures’ front elevation. 
7. Repair or replacement of brick sidewalks and stone curbing within the public right-of-

way, consistent with the City of Topeka’s adopted Brick Streets and Brick Sidewalks 
Policy.  

8. Repair of brick streets adjacent to a listed property or located within a listed historic 
district, consistent with the City of Topeka/s adopted Brick Streets and Brick Sidewalks 
Policy. 

9. Minor exterior building additions that do not damage or alter historic structure:  
a) Small additions to primary structures (e.g. removable wheelchair access ramp).  
b)  Small accessory structures.  
c) Additions to accessory structures.  
d) Installation of new decks.  

10. Minor Zoning Variances for building-line setbacks. 
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