
THE TOPEKA LANDMARKS COMMISSION MEETING  
 

Holliday Office Building 
620 SE Madison Ave., Holliday Conference Room 

1st Floor 
 

AGENDA 
Thursday, February 12, 2015 

5:30 PM 
 

I. Roll Call 
 

II. Approval of Minutes – January 8, 2014 Minutes 
 

III. Discussion of Heritage Tourism Grant Programs 
 
1. Update of 2014 Projects 
2. Discuss 2015 Program and Beyond 

 
IV. Update on 2014 Historic Preservation Fund Grant Activities 

 
1. Downtown Historic District Nominations 
2. College Hill Historic Survey 

 
V. Discussion of 2015 Landmarks Commission Work Program 

 
VI. Other Items 

 
VII. Adjournment 
 

ADA Notice:  For special accommodations for this event, please contact the Planning 
Department at 785-368-3728 at least three working days in advance. 



 

MINUTES OF THE TOPEKA LANDMARKS COMMISSION 
Thursday, January 8, 2014 

620 SE MADISON STREET – HOLLIDAY CONFERENCE ROOM 
 
I. Roll Call: 

• Members Present: Murl Riedel, Nelda Gaito, Grant Sourk, Paul Post, Jeff Carson, Bryan Falk (6) 
• Members Absent: Amber Bonnett, Leon Graves, David Heit (3) 
• Staff Present: Tim Paris, Dan Warner, Kris Wagers 
  

II. Approval of October 9, 2014 Minutes – Grant Sourk moved approval of the minutes of the October 9, 
2014 meeting, as presented. The motion was seconded by Paul Post, and was APPROVED by a vote of 6-
0-0.  
 

III. Welcome and Introductions of New Commissioners – Tim Paris introduced Jeff Carson and Bryan Falk 
as two of the three new Commissioners. David Heit was recognized as a third new Commission member, but 
was not present at the meeting. Murl Riedel welcomed the new Commissioners, and asked that all 
Commissioners introduce themselves.  
 
In closing the introductions, Zach Snethen was also present, and acknowledged the Commission for their 
work during his time as a Commissioner, and pledged to continue to be involved with Commission and 
historic preservation activities, although he was no longer serving on the Landmarks Commission. 
 

IV. Election of 2015 Landmarks Commission Chair – Grant Sourk nominated Murl Riedel as Chair for the 
2015 Topeka Landmarks Commission. There were no further nominations for this position. Paul Post 
seconded the nomination of Mr. Riedel as Chair, and was CONFIRMED by a vote of 6-0-0. 
 

V. Election of 2015 Landmarks Commission Vice-Chair – Nelda Gaito nominated Grant Sourk as 
Commission Vice Chair. There were no other nominations for this position. Murl Riedel seconded the 
nomination, and Mr. Sourk was CONFIRMED to the position by a vote of 6-0-0.  
 

VI. Update on Landmark Commission Activities – Tim Paris provided the Landmarks Commission with an 
update on the following programs and activities of the Commission and Staff: 
 
1. Topeka Worth Saving Endangered Properties List – Mr. Paris referenced the 2015 nominations 

brochure for the Topeka Worth Saving Program, and referenced the inserted 3rd page insert that 
provided an update of properties added to the list in 2014. Nelda Gaito commented that the 
brochure did not include a deadline to submit nominations for consideration. Murl Riedel requested 
that the press release for the nominations state that the deadline for 2015 be clearly announced 
as March 31, 2015.  

2. Historic Landmarks Thematic Marketing – Mr. Paris updated the Commission on the concept of 
issuing invitations to local businesses to become Local Historic Landmarks due to the business’s 
history and importance within the city of Topeka. Mr. Paris said he had written a letter inviting 
Bobo’s Drive-In Restaurant, and had also produced a Q & A brochure to accompany the letter, 
which will be signed by Bill Fiander, the City’s Planning Director.  

3. 2015 Heritage Tourism Improvement Grant Program – Mr. Paris informed the Commission that 
the 2015 Heritage Tourism Improvement Grant Program would be announced to the public soon, 
and applications from potential heritage tourism destinations within Topeka would be solicited. Mr. 
Paris further informed the Commission that he did not yet know when the announcements would be 
made to the public, and also that he was not aware of how much funding was available for 
award. 

4. TSCPL Historic Environment Work Program – Murl Riedel reviewed the 2014 Historic Environment 
Work Program, co-sponsored by the Kansas Humanities Council, the Topeka/Shawnee County 
Public Library, the State of Kansas Historic Preservation Office, and the Topeka Landmarks 
Commission. Mr. Riedel said that the inaugural year for the program was a success, and reached a 
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wide variety of participants in a wide variety of workshops and activities. Mr. Riedel provided a 
forecast of planned activities to be conducted under the program in 2015, and urged continued 
Landmarks Commission participation and support of the program. Upon that suggestion, Mr. Riedel 
made a motion that the Topeka Landmarks Commission actively continue its partnership with all 
other entities involved with Historic Environment Work Program. Jeff Carson seconded the motion. 
The motion was APPROVED by a vote of 6-0-0.  

 
VII. Review and Vote on Administrative Review and Approval Project List – Mr. Paris introduced the list of 

projects proposed for administrative review that would alleviate the need for full Commission review. Mr. 
Paris said that the proposed list had been reviewed and approved by the SHPO, and that he had 
reviewed similar administrative approval lists from other Kansas CLGs. Mr. Paris further said that the list 
also requires full use and application of the Secretary of the Interiors Standards for Rehabilitation, and 
that if he had any doubt about approving a project administratively, he would forward that project to the 
full Landmarks Commission for their review. Grant Sourk moved the approval of the proposed 
administrative approval projects list. Mr. Sourk’s motion was seconded by Jeff Carson. The motion was 
APPROVED by a vote of 6-0-0. 
 

VIII. Update on 2014 Historic Preservation Fund Grant Activities – Mr. Paris provided an update on the 
status of both the Downtown Topeka historic district nominations, and the College Hill neighborhood survey, 
saying that both projects were proceeding as scheduled, and were on pace to be completed in the spring 
of 2015. 
 

IX. Discussion of Potential 2015 Historic Preservation Fund Grant Applications – Mr. Paris informed the 
Commission of the applications he had prepared, and was most likely to submit for funding through the 
State of Kansas Historic Preservation Fund Grant Program in 2015. Mr. Paris said that it was his intention 
to submit an HPF grant application to complete the survey of the College Hill neighborhood, and to submit 
a second application to survey and expand the Holliday Park National Register Historic District to include 
the 1000 and 1100 blocks of SW Taylor Street.  
 

X. Discussion of the 2015 Landmarks Commission Work Program – Murl Riedel suggested that discussion 
of the 2015 Commission work program be postponed until the February Commission meeting. 
 
 

XI. There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m.  
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1/7/15 

2014 Heritage Tourism Improvement Grant Awards 

Project Summary 
 

All projects were recommended by the Historic Tourism Committee and approved by the 

Transient Guest Tax Committee on April 11, 2014. 

 

 

Recipient: Shawnee County Historical Society 

Amount Awarded: $22,726 

Approved Work Program: 1) Construction of an exit ramp onto the east face of the John Ritchie 

House that wraps around the north façade, and returns west to the front façade. 2) Installation 

of ground-based lights to illuminate the John Ritchie House at night, thus adding security to the 

building, and enhancing its visibility to drive-by tourists. 

Current Status: Completed construction of the exit ramp. Partially completed installation of 

exterior lighting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recipient: Topeka High School Historical Society 

Amount Awarded: $32,972 

Approved Work Program: Repairs of water damage to the, floors, walls, and ceiling of the 

Topeka High School Historical Society Museum. 

Current Status: Improvements approved by USD 501; Ceiling repairs completed. 

 

 

Recipient: Friends of the Free State Capitol 

Amount Awarded: $131,600 

Approved Work Program: Strengthening floor joists; strengthening roof joists; construction of 

external staircase. 

Current Status: Project design completed and preliminary bids on the first phases are in review; 

strengthening roof joists in progress. 

 



1/7/15 

Recipient: Central Congregational Church 

Amount Awarded: $34,572 

Approved Work Program: Replacement of exterior protective covering over the Sanctuary’s 

stained glass windows; minor restoration of windows, as necessary. 

Current Status: Project Complete. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

2014 Heritage Tourism Planning & Marketing Grant Awards 

Project Summary 
All projects were recommended by the Historic Tourism Committee and approved by the 

Transient Guest Tax Committee on April 11, 2014. 

 

 
Recipient: City of Topeka Planning Department 

Amount Awarded: $5,000 

External Award Leverage: $20,000 

Approved Work Program: Two Downtown Topeka National Historic District Nominations 

Current Status: One public meeting held to discuss the scope of the project; Nomination 

preparation in progress; Submission to the Kansas State Historic Sites Board of Review 

anticipated in February, 2015. 

 

 

Recipient: City of Topeka Planning Department 

Amount Awarded: $7,500 

External Award Leverage: $12,000 

Approved Work Program: Intensive Level Historic Resources Survey of portions of the College 

Hill Neighborhood. 

Current Status: Field survey complete; Property research ongoing; Project completion 

anticipated in February, 2015 
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