
THE TOPEKA LANDMARKS COMMISSION MEETING  
 

Topeka Shawnee County Public Library 
1515 SW 10th Avenue, Room 101C  

Marvin Auditorium 
1st Floor 

 

AGENDA 
Thursday, May 14, 2015 

5:30 PM 
 

I. Roll Call 
 

II. Approval of Minutes – April 9, 2015 Minutes 
 

III. Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation to Zach Snethen, Former Landmarks 
Commission Chair  
 

IV. Update on 2014 Historic Preservation Fund Grant Activities 
 
1. Downtown Historic District Nominations 
2. College Hill Historic Survey 

 
V. Update on 2015 Historic Preservation Fund Grant Applications 

 
1. Downtown Topeka Historic District Design Guidelines 
2. College Hill Historic Survey 

 
VI. Update on 2015 Topeka Heritage Tourism Grant Awards 

 
VII. Review and Consideration of Nominations to Topeka Worth Saving Endangered 

Properties List 
 
1. 427 SW Topeka Blvd. - Kansas Department of Labor “White House” 
2. Discussion of Future Program Nominations and Public Communications 

 
VIII. Discussion of the Creation of a Landmarks Commission Design Review Committee 

 
IX. Other Items 

 
X. Adjournment 
 
ADA Notice:  For special accommodations for this event, please contact the Planning Department 

at 785-368-3728 at least three working days in advance. 
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MINUTES OF THE TOPEKA LANDMARKS COMMISSION 

Thursday, April 9, 2015 

620 SE MADISON STREET – HOLLIDAY CONFERENCE ROOM 

 

I. Roll Call: 

Members Present: Murl Riedel, Paul Post, Bryan Falk, Amber Bonnett, Nelda Gaito, Leon Graves, 
David Heit (7) 

Members Absent: Jeff Carson, Grant Sourk (2) 

         Staff Present: Tim Paris, Dan Warner, Kris Wagers  

II. Approval of March 12, 2015 Minutes – Mr. Post moved approval of the minutes as typed, seconded by 
Mr. Falk.  APPROVAL (7-0-0).  

III. CLGR15-02 by Shawnee County Historical Society, requesting approval for the placement of a 
monument sign on the property of the John and Hale Ritchie Homes, 1116 and 1118 SE Madison Street, 
was reviewed by Mr. Paris. 

Mr. Post made a motion to approve the request, seconded by Ms. Bonnett. Ms. Gaito asked how long 
the Historical Society would have to put up the sign. Mr. Paris stated the permit is valid for 6 months. As 
long as the sign they put up is consistent with what is approved by the Landmarks Commission, there is no 
time constraint other than that put forth by sign permit provided by the City. APPROVAL (6-1-0 with Ms. 
Gaito opposed) 

IV. CLGR15-03 by Steve Bowman, proposing the expansion of an existing addition to a contributing 
property within the College Avenue National Historic District located at 1524 SW College Avenue, was 
reviewed by Mr. Paris. 

Mr. Riedel stated that the property owners are in attendance and either they or Mr. Paris can answer 
questions. 

Mr. Post asked what the space is currently being used as. The property owner stated that it's an 11.5 x 
12.5 room with a small closet so could be deemed a small bedroom. It will be expanded to a master 
bedroom with dressing area and possibly a future bathroom.  

Mr. Falk asked if they intend to re-use the existing windows. The owner stated that the windows are not 
original to the house but they will be re-used. 

Mr. Post made a motion to approve the request, seconded by Mr. Graves. APPROVAL (7-0-0). 

V. CLGR15-04 by Steve Bowman, proposing the construction of a garage to a contributing property within 
the College Avenue National Historic District located at 1524 SW College Avenue, was reviewed by Mr. 
Paris. 

Mr. Falk made a motion to approve the request, seconded by Mr. Heit. APPROVAL (7-0-0) 

VI. Review and Comment on Submitted National Register Historic District Nominations 

In the interest of time and since the Commissioners were already familiar with the information about the 
first two submissions, Mr. Riedel suggested that Mr. Warner review only the Church of the Assumption 
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Historic District information. There was consensus among the Commissioners and Mr. Paris presented a 
PowerPoint presentation on Church of the Assumption Historic District. 

Mr. Riedel moved that the Topeka Landmarks Commission official support all three of the district 
nominations, seconded by Mr. Graves. APPROVAL (7-0-0) 

VII. Presentation of the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation, Specific to their Application 
to Contributing Properties within a Historic District was made by Ms. Katrina Ringler of SHPO. 

 

OTHER ITEMS: 

Due to the time, Mr. Riedel recommended tabling items VIII and IX on the agenda. There was consensus 
among the Commissioners. 

Mr. Paris informed the Commissioners there had been no nominations to the Topeka Worth Saving 
Endangered Properties list. Mr. Riedel stated that it could be re-launched yet this year. 

Mr. Paris reminded the Commissioners that the May 2015 Landmarks Commission meeting would be held 
at the Topeka Public Library. 

Adjournment at 8:45PM 



TOPEKA WORTH SAVING 
2015 Endangered Properties Nomination Form 

 
PROPERTY INFORMATION: 
Name of Property: Department of Labor White House 
Property Address: 427 SW Topeka Blvd 
City: Topeka 
State: Kansas 
Zip: 66603 
 
NOMINATOR INFORMATION: 
Nominator Information: Name: Murl Riedel 
Address: 1173 SW Webster Ave 
City: Topeka 
State: Kansas  
Zip: 66604 
Phone:  
Email: holden.cawfield@gmail.com 
 
PROPERTY OWNER INFORMATION: 
Name: State of Kansas 
Address: 900 SW Jackson St, Rm 600 
City: Topeka 
State: Kansas 
Zip: 66612 
Phone:  
Email:  
 
Is the property owner aware of this nomination: Yes 
 
PROPERTY DETAILS: 
Describe the property in detail: Locally known as the "Department of Labor White House." White wood-
frame multistory Free Classic Queen Anne-style house with turret and wrap-around porch, ca 1900. 
Hipped roof, with lower cross gables. Small second-story balcony. Turret with bay windows and egg-and-
dart molding in gable ends; swag decoration at frieze level. Enclosed second-story sleeping porch on 
back. Wrap-around porch with gabled entrance. Wooden Tuscan columns on heavy stone piers at porch. 
Limestone foundation. Asbestos siding. The interior contains impressive hardwood and pine floors, built-
ins, and a substantial fireplace. 
 
According to the Shawnee County Historical Society "Historic Bulletin #40," this house was the residence 
of M.F. Southwick, President of Citizen State Bank. He also established the Southwick Auto Supply 
Company. It is believed the house later served as a boarding home in the 1940s, and then a nursing 
home, before it was acquired by the Kansas Dept. of Labor. The 1896 Sanborn is the first to cover this 
block, but this building is not shown. The 2.5-story wood-frame house first appears on the 1913 
Sanborn. The building is fine example of the large residential homes constructed for Topeka's elite along 
Topeka Blvd, prior to the development of Westboro. 
 

mailto:holden.cawfield@gmail.com


Why is the property endangered? How imminent is the threat: The property owner was accepting bids 
for demolition as recent as Apr 16, 2015, citing that the property is unfit for use due to asbestos siding. 
A spokesperson for the property owner has indicated that a contract for demolition is in place, but 
didn't know when the demo would happen. In 2013, the property was offered for public sale, with a 
minimum bid of $50,000. However, no bids were received. Some feel that the minimum bid was too 
high. 
 
How might the property be re-used or adapted? The property is located in proximity to an area of 
Downtown Topeka that is slated to be rehabilitated and pending nomination to the National Register of 
Historic Properties. Many feel the property could be converted to a senior living residence, bed & 
breakfast, or office space. If listed on the state or national historic register, grant funding or tax 
incentives would be available to potential property owners. 
 
What physical restoration or repairs are required to preserve the property? The primary concern is the 
presence of asbestos. Asbestos abatement is an additional cost, but not an uncommon practice. The 
property would likely qualify for historic register listing if the modern secondary siding was removed. 
Otherwise, the property appears to be in good condition. 
 
Do you know of any groups or individuals involved in saving this property? Upon learning about the 
demolition in late Apr 2015, some members of the Topeka History Geeks, a Facebook community of 
9,000 members, offered to work with the property owner to conduct a two-day open house to raise 
interest in purchasing the home. The property owner denied the offer. 
 
See article: "No open house after all: 135-year-old home Topeka History Geeks had hoped to save will be 
demolished," Topeka Capital Journal, Apr 23, 2015. 
 
Designation, if known: No historical registry. 
 
 
 



No open house after all: 135-year-old home 
Topeka History Geeks had hoped to save will 
be demolished 
State spokesperson: Multiple attempts to sell house since 
2006 had failed 
Posted: April 23, 2015 - 12:09pm 

 
PHIL ANDERSON/THE CAPITAL-JOURNAL 
A house at 427 S.W. Topeka Blvd. will be demolished, and no open house will be held, the 
Kansas Department of Labor said Thursday afternoon. Earlier Thursday, members of the Topeka 
History Geeks had planned open houses to try and save the 135-year-old home. 

Related Stories 
• State to sell second century-old building 
• Topeka History Geeks group takes closer look at downtown buildings 
• Letter: Stories on Topeka's history appreciated 
• Capper, Curtis, Holliday and Brown to be subjects of downtown sculptures 
• Input sought on city's historic preservation plan 

By Phil Anderson 
phil.anderson@cjonline.com  

No open house after all. 

A last-ditch effort at saving a grand old home owned by the state on the west edge of downtown 
Topeka won’t occur, an official with the Kansas Department of Labor said Thursday. 

http://cjonline.com/news/2013-06-10/state-sell-second-century-old-building
http://cjonline.com/news/2014-08-03/topeka-history-geeks-group-takes-closer-look-downtown-buildings
http://cjonline.com/opinion/2014-05-13/letter-stories-topekas-history-appreciated
http://cjonline.com/news/2014-07-12/capper-curtis-holliday-and-brown-be-subjects-downtown-sculptures
http://cjonline.com/news/2013-01-29/input-sought-citys-historic-preservation-plan
http://cjonline.com/taxonomy/term/62
http://cjonline.com/sites/default/files/imagecache/superphoto/14326228.jpg


Earlier in the day, some members of the Topeka History Geeks, a Facebook community with 
more than 9,000 members, had planned a two-day open house for the 135-year-old home at 427 
S.W. Topeka Blvd., with hopes someone might be interested in saving the property. 

However, Barbara Hersh, marketing and communications director with the Department of Labor, 
said in a statement “the facility is unfit for public use and has unsafe conditions,” adding 
trespassing signs are posted near the house. 

Hersh said a contract is in place for the home to be demolished, and it will cost about $42,000. 
She didn’t know when the home would be destroyed. 

According to a Topeka Capital-Journal article from 2013, the house — known by some as “The 
Department of Labor White House” — was built in 1880 and had been used as offices for the 
Department of Labor. 

Hersh said the home — a Queen Anne Victorian that sits just south of the Kansas Department of 
Labor — has been unoccupied since March 2011 because of significant deficiencies, including 
safety and accessibility issues. And since 2006, all attempts to sell the property have failed. 

In February 2013, the sale of the property was advertised with a sealed bid process, and no bids 
were received, Hersh said. 

Additionally, she said, the property was offered at auction on June 25, 2013, and no bids were 
placed despite a reserve price well below the appraised value of $89,000. 

Again no offers were received on Sept. 4, 2014, when a Notice of Intent to sell the home was 
listed in the Kansas Register. 

At that time, the estimated cost of restoration for the home was more than $350,000, not 
including plumbing and electrical work, Hersh said. 

Earlier this month, the Kansas Historical Society walked through the house in search of artifacts, 
and the only item the group took was an old photograph of the Southwick family. 

Patrick DeLapp, a member of the Topeka History Geeks, said Thursday the open houses that 
were planned amounted to “a 12th-hour push” to see whether anyone might be interested in 
buying the property and saving it from demolition — “or, worst-case scenario, in saying good-
bye to it.” 
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