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VII.
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THE TOPEKA LANDMARKS COMMISSION MEETING

Holliday Office Building
620 SE Madison Ave., Holliday Conference Room
1* Floor

AGENDA

Thursday, October 8, 2015
5:30PM

Roll Call
Approval of Minutes — August 13, 2015 Minutes

Senate & Curtis Court Apartments National Register Nomination — Review and
Comment to the Kansas State Historic Sites Board of Review

Topeka Worth Saving Nomination — AT&SF Patterns Shop and Laboratory, 505 NE
Crane Street

Update on 2015 Historic Preservation Fund Grant Activities

1. Downtown Topeka Historic District Design Guidelines
2. College Hill Historic Survey

Administrative and Design Review Committee Reviews and Approvals
1. Section 106 reviews

a. 324 SE 34" Street — Voluntary Demolition

b. 1167 SW Lincoln Street — Voluntary Demolition
C. 1194 SW Lane Street — Voluntary Demolition

d 1211 SW 12" Street — Voluntary Demolition

SHPO Tax Credit Project Approvals
1. 820 S. Kansas Avenue - Flooring, awning, HVAC, entry landing

Other Items

Adjournment

ADA Notice: For special accommodations for this event, please contact the Planning

Department at 785-368-3728 at least three working days in advance.
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TOPEKA LANDMARKS COMMISSION
MINUTES

Thursday, August 13, 2015
Holliday Office Building | 620 SE Madison | 1* Floor Holliday Conference Room

. RollCall
a. Members Present: Murl Riedel, David Heit, Grant Sourk, Paul Post, Bryan Falk, Nelda Gaito, Leon
Graves (7)
Members Absent: Amber Bonnett, Jeff Carson (2)
Staff Present: Bill Fiander, Tim Paris, Dan Warner, Kris Wagers

Il. Approval of July g, 2015 Minutes — Mr. Sourk moved approval of the minutes as typed, seconded by Mr.
Falk. APPROVAL (7-0-0)

lll. CLGR15-08 by Jim and Susan Turner — Consideration and action on the proposed demolition of the home
on property located at 1618 SW 2nd Street, within the boundaries of the Potwin Place National Historic
District.

Mr. Paris introduced the case and reviewed the staff report. Mr. Riedel asked Commissioners if they had
any questions for Mr. Paris. Hearing none, he invited those in the audience to speak.

Sally Paige Kahle (303 Woodlawn) spoke in favor of the demolition, noting that even though it has some
significance historically, it is not a contributing member of the historic district; the demolition and
replacement with a historically accurate new structure would enhance the district.

Robert Berry (potential contractor for proposed new garage) stated that there had in fact been major
demolition in Potwin. Stormont dormitory was torn down.

Susan Turner, homeowner, stated that she and her husband purchased the property in 1992 with the
intention that it would become a garage. She stated that it would take upwards of $50,000 to repair the
home and they don't want to put that kind of money into it; they'd rather put the funds into something
that would benefit them. She stated that the house is not complimentary to the neighborhood and it
would be a hardship on them to fix it.

Mr. Sourk asked, if the proposals (demolition and building new garage) were approved, would they (the
owners) go through the efforts of combining the parcels into one property? Ms. Turner stated that yes,
that is their intention.

Sam Hurd (217 Greenwood) spoke in support of demolishing the house. He stated that every day he drives
down the alley right by the house and concurs that it needs a lot of work. He believes the proposed new
garage would be a vast improvement.

i |
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Janice Bingham (221 Woodlawn) spoke in support of the proposal, stating that the concern of her and her
husband is that if the house were sold, it would eventually become a rental property. She stated that this
has happened to several homes in the neighborhood and it's not desirable for their neighborhood.

Norma Hurd (217 Greendwood) spoke in support of the proposal, stating that she concurs with the
statement of her husband, Sam Hurd (see above).

Mr. Post clarified that the Stormont dormitory for nurses was torn down in the late 1980's; three or four
homes were built that fit in with other circa 1885 homes that are in the neighborhood.

Mr. Riedel stated that, while he does not take lightly approving the demolition of any building within a
historic district, the plans to replace seems reasonable. He added that there hasn't been a lot of support
shown for keeping the building.

Mr. Falk stated that his gut reaction is that it isn't the right thing to do because it sets a precedent for other
similar scale and time period type houses. He expressed concern that building new buildings that look old
creates a false senses of historicism.

Sally Kahle stated that, to the best of her knowledge, the home at 1618 has no historic significance in
regard to its occupants or activities that happened there. She stated the architecture is clearly at variance
with the rest of the historic district and she can't see any overwhelming justification for determining it to
be historically significance other than the probable date of its construction.

Mr. Falk stated that during the depression, many of the lots were divided up to pay for expenses of
maintaining the houses and that is part of the evolution of the district.

Mr. Sourk stated that personally he is in favor of returning the lots back to what they once were.

Mr. Heit stated that, based on applicability of historical standards, the argument can be made both ways.
He stated that we should assure older buildings remain useful in our modern society, and allowing a
historically sensitive garage may help extend the marketability of the home. That is as much a
consideration as avoiding false historicism.

Mr. Heit stated that the matter is before the Landmarks Commission because the property is in the Potwin
Place Historic District, which was created on the argument that there was a period of significance that was
the Victorian era of construction. He doesn't believe it becomes historically significant just because it's old
enough. He stated that he believes what the homeowner is proposing does help support and better the
district overall.

~-DRAFT--



TOPEKA LANDMARKS COMMISSION
MINUTES

Ms. Gaito stated that she would agree with bringing the site back to a whole is a desired effect of this;
building a garage, however, is not.

Motion to approve the demolition of 1618 SW 2™ Street; moved by Mr. Sourk, Second by Mr. Heit.
APPROVED 6-1-0 with Mr. Falk dissenting.

CLGR15-09 by Jim and Susan Turner — Consideration and action on the proposed construction of a
garage on property presently located at 1618 SW 2nd Street, adjacent to property located at 238 SW
Woodlawn Avenue, within the boundaries of the Potwin Place National Historic District.

Mr. Paris introduced the case and reviewed the staff report.

Mr. Riedel asked if anyone had questions for Mr. Robert Berry, potential contractor for proposed new
garage, who was present in the audience.

Commissioners asked for and received clarification regarding some of the building and finishing materials,
and it was confirmed that Mr. Berry has designed and built a number of structures within the Historic
Potwin Place District.

Susan Turner, homeowner, added that Mr. Berry was chosen specifically because he's known for fine
craftsmanship.

Mr. Sourk asked where the driveway would be. Mrs. Turner stated that they would use the driveway by
their house and extend it to the proposed garage. They believe this is the best option both aesthetically
and functionally. It was noted that there is a retaining wall at the alley, so alley access would require
extensive excavation.

Mr. Riedel stated that he is inclined to support the staff recommendation to allow construction. He stated
that while it nicely mimics the historic structure, it does differ from a previous structure and this sets it
apart as a contemporary building.

Motion to approve the proposal; moved by Mr. Post, Second by Mr. Graves. APPROVED 6-1-0 with Ms.
Gaito dissenting.

. CLGR15-10 by HHB BBQ - Consideration and action on a proposed sign to be located on the fagade of

property located at 9o6 S Kansas Avenue, within the South Kansas Avenue Commercial Historic District.

Mr. Paris introduced the case and reviewed the staff report. He pointed out that the current sign was hung
using holes that were already in the building from the Shawnee Federal sign that had once hung there.

~-DRAFT--



TOPEKA LANDMARKS COMMISSION
MINUTES

VI.

It was noted that the building is not a contributor to the South Kansas Avenue Historic District. It was
noted that the sign was put up without approval for a ribbon cutting. If the Commission opts not to
approve it, the business owners will remove and will have done no damage to the building.

Mr. Falk pointed out that it is the business's logo and the Commission does not want to be so rigid that it
hampers business.

Motion to approve the sign; moved by Mr. Graves, Second by Mr Heit.

Ms. Gaito stated she will vote against it because she voted against the Subway sign, adding that decisions
made now will have implications for what should be approved in the future.

APPROVED 6-1-0 with Ms. Gaito dissenting.

Discussion and possible action on amending the Topeka Landmarks Commission By-Laws, allowing
for the creation and responsibilities of a Design Review Committee.

Mr. Warner introduced the proposed changes for the Commission and explained that the By-Laws had
been reviewed by Deputy City Attorney Mary Feighny.

Following a brief discussion, Ms. Gaito moved to approve the By-Laws as presented. Second by Mr.
Graves. APPROVED 7-0-0

With the approval, Mr. Warner explained that members of the Design Review Committee would need to
be appointed, along with a chair, and a meeting schedule set. It was agreed that the Design Review
Committee members will be Mr. Falk, Mr. Heit, and Ms. Gaito, with Mr. Falk acting as Chair. Term will
be August 2015 — July 2016 and there will be no limit to the number of terms a member can serve.

Commissioners and Staff agreed that meetings will be scheduled for a certain day/time each week, subject
to cancellation if there are no items to consider. Day, time, and meeting room to be determined. Meetings
will be held at 620 SE Madison.

Update on 2015 Historic Preservation Fund Grant Activities
Downtown Topeka Historic District Design Guidelines and College Hill Survey

Mr. Paris reported that consultant proposals for each of the projects have been reviewed and selected. City
Contracts and Procurement will get contracts signed and then the Consultant names can be made public.

Mr. Riedel thanked Mr. Falk and Mr. Heit for serving on the review/selection committee.
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VII. Administrative Reviews and Approvals -
Mr. Paris reported that he approved a fence for the Anton Woodring house. The fence has no street
frontage and it is a continuation of an existing fence. Mr. Paris stated it met all the zoning regulations.

VIIl. Other Items— None

IX. Adjournment at 7:05PM

=" |
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Historical Society

6425 SW 6th Avenue phone: 785-272-8681

Topeka KS 66615 fax: 785-272-8682
cultural_resources@kshs.org

Sam Brownback, Governor
Jennie Chinn, Executive Director

September 8, 2015

Tim Paris

Topeka Planning Department
620 SE Madison

Topeka, KS 66607

Re: Senate & Curtis Court Apartments - 900-914 SW Tyler St, Topeka, Shawnee County
Dear Tim:

We are pleased to inform you that the Senate & Curtis Court Apartments will be considered by the
Kansas Historic Sites Board of Review for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places
and Register of Historic Kansas Places at its next meeting on November 7, 2015. The National
Register of Historic Places is the federal government’s official list of historic properties worthy of
preservation. Listing in the National Register provides recognition and assists in preserving our
nation’s heritage.

Per the requirements of 36 CFR 60-61 and Section IV of the “Procedures for Implementation of
Certified Local Governments in Kansas,” we are providing your historic resources commission the
opportunity to comment on this nomination.

Should you have any questions about this nomination before the Kansas Historic Sites Board of
Review meeting, please contact Amanda Loughlin at 785-272-8681 ext. 216 or at
aloughlin@kshs.org.

Sincerely yours,

Jennie Chinn
State Historic Preservation Officer

Patrick Zo n%
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

enclosure






NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service DRAFT 09/08/2015

National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating ¢r requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in National Register Bulletin, How
fo Complste the Nalional Register of Historic Places Registration Form. if any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for
"not applicable,” For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from tha
instructions. Place additional ceriification comments, entries, and narrative items on continuation sheets if needed (NPS Form 10-90Ga).

1. Name of Property

Historic name Senate and Curtis Court Apartments Historic District

Other names/site number Senate Luxury Suites/ 177-500

Name of related Muitiple Property Listing N/A

2. Location

Street & number 900-914 Southwest Tyler Street N/A | not for publication
City or town Topeka N/A vicinity

State Kansas Code K8 County Shawnee Code 177 Zipcode 66612

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this X__ nomination ____ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property X _ meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following levei(s) of significance:

__ national __ statewide X__local Applicable National Register Criteria: ___ A B X C D

Signature of certifying cfficialfTitte Patrick Zollner, Deputy SHPO Date

Kansas State Historical Society
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property ___meets __ does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official Date

Tille State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

4. National Park Service Certification

| hereby cartify that this property is:
entered In the National Register determined eligible for the Naticnal Register

determined nat eligible for the National Register removed from the National Register

other (explain:}

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action ) J




United States Departrnent of the Interior
NFS Form 10-800

Senate and Curiis Court Apartments Historic District
Name of Property

Mational Park Service / Maticnal Register of Historic Places Registration Form
OMB No, 1024-0018

Shawnee, Kansas
County and State

5. Classification

Category of Property
{Check only one box.}

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.)

X | private building(s)
public - Local X | district
public - State site
public - Federal structure

object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing  Noncontributing

2 1 buildings
sites
structures
objects

2 1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

N/A

8. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

DOMESTIC: Muttiple Dwelling

Current Functions
{Enter categories from instructions.)

DOMESTIC: Hotel

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

LATE 19™ AND 20™ CENTURY REVIVALS:

Tudor Revival

Materials
{Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation: CONCRETE
walls: BRICK

roof:  ASPHALT
other: STUCCO
LIMESTONE
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Narrative Description

Summary

The Senate and Curtis Court Apartments Historic District is located at 800-914 Southwest Tyler Street in downtown
Topeka, Shawnee County, Kansas. The Kansas Statehouse and downtown Topeka commercial district are located in the
blocks immediately east. Commercial and residential buildings occupy the blocks north, south, and west. Two contributing
buildings and a non-contributing building comprise the District. Kansas City architect Nelle Peters designed the two Tudor
Revival style L-shaped apartment buildings to mirror each other. The buildings were constructed in 1828 and 1930. A non-
historic, non-contributing enclosed ramp connects the buildings at the basement and first story of secondary elevations.
Compatible materials, fayout, and architectural details create a unified complex. The three-story buildings have limestone
foundations, buff brick cladding and flat roofs. Towers with open balconies project from the inset corners on the primary
facades. Tudor Revival style elements on the exterior include stucco with false-half timbering, Tudor arched and round
arched openings, steeply-pitched gables, and crenellation. On the interior, double-loaded L-shaped corridors lined with
living spaces organize each floor. Units roughly follow the historic configuration and range from studio to one-bedroom.
Historic elements in the corridors include heavily textured plaster walls, lancet-arched wood doors, historic wood and
plaster trim, and historic metal and wood stair railings. The District has experienced few alterations since the period of
significance and retain all aspects of integrity.

Elaboration

SETTING

The Senate and Curtis Court Apartments Historic District is located at 800-814 Southwest Tyler Street in downtown
Topeka, Shawnee County, Kansas (Figure 1). Interstate Highway 70 curves around downtown Topeka approximately one
mile north and east. The Kansas River runs east-west roughly one mile north. The Kansas Statehouse and the
downtown commercial district are immediately east of the District (Photo 9). Other governmental and commercial
buildings fill the blocks east and south. Multi-family and single-family apartment buildings of various dates, styles and
sizes fill the blocks north and west. '

The District occupies the northwest corner of the block bounded by Southwest Tyler Street on the west, Southwest Ninth
Street on the north, Southwest Topeka Boulevard on the east and Southwest Tenth Street on the south (Figure 2). The
property is sited slightly above street level. A non-historic brick retaining wall with historic stone reliefs lines the north and
east sides of the District; public sidewatks, and mature coniferous and deciduous trees front the retaining wall (Photo 1). A
historic limestone wall defines the north side of the east boundary; a paved surface parking lot spans the south end of the
east boundary and continues across the south side of the fot (Photo 10). Grassy lawns cover the remainder of the District.

The two L-shaped buildings face opposite directions. The Senate Apartments faces north and west; Curtis Court faces
south and west. Landscaped courtyards at the front of each building have paved concrete sidewalks and stairs, circular
brick planters with bronze sculptures, and non-historic metal railings and light fixtures. A non-historic glazed hyphen
connects the south elevation of Senate Apartments to the north elevation of Curtis Court. Primary access to both buildings
is through the northwest corner of the Senate Apartments or the east efevation of the hyphen.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTIONS :
Senate Apartments Contributing

Peters, Nelle 1928-1930
Exterior

The three-story L-shaped buillding (north wing and west wing) has a limestone foundation, buff brick ciadding, and a flat
roof. The terrain slopes down to the southeast to exposed the basement level on the east elevation and portions of the
north elevation. The primary elevations face north and west (Photo 3). A combination of pent roofs, straight parapets,
creneliated parapets, and gabled wings ornament the roofline on each elevation. Unless otherwise stated, window
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openings have red rowlock brick sills and jack arch brick lintels. Non-historic double-hung vinyl windows with simulated six-
over-six or eight-over-eight muntin grids fill all window openings. Stucco with false half-timbering clads all gable ends.

An octagonal tower with a polygonal asphait roof rises at the center of the "L.” Stucco with false half-timbering clads the
third story. Brick balconies at each story have openings with limestone sils and red brick lintels. Square limestone panels
with shields carved in relief ornament the walls between each story. Pairs of historic wood French doors pierce the wall
within the balconies.

North Elevation — East Wing

The north elevation rises from the basement to the third story (Photo 4). A limestone stringcourse and a crenellated
parapet cap this elevation. It has three bays. From the first to the third stories, Bay 1 has slightly projecting decorative
false half-timbering with a gable roof. Bands of three windows pierce each story. Pairs of windows fill Bay 2 from the
basement to the third story and Bay 3 from stories 1-3.

Woest Elevation — East Wing

The west elevation of the north wing faces the inner portion of the courtyard and has more detasl and ornament than the
north elevation (Photo 3). Asphalt shingle pent roofs cap the fagade organized into seven bays. Bay 3 has a gable roof
and false half-timbering at the third story. Stucco with false half-timbering clads the spandrel between the first and second
stories of this bay. Bay 5 is canted. Bays 5 and 6 are slightly recessed from the facade. The third story of these bays has
stucco cladding and wood frames around the openings. Pairs of windows fill Bays 1 and 3 on each story; single windows
fill Bays 2, 5 and 6. Openings with limestone sills and red brick lintels access balconies on each story in Bay 4 and the
canted Bay 5. Pairs of historic wood French doors pierce the wail within the balconies.

North Elevation — South Wing

The north elevation of the west wing faces the inner portion of the courtyard (Photo 3). Eight bays organize this elevation.
Bays 1-3 are slightly recessed and capped with an asphalt shingle pent roof. The third story has stucco cladding and wood
frames around the openings. Bays 4-7 have a limestone stringcourse and crenellated parapet, similar to the north
elevation of the north wing. Bay 4 is canted. Bay 8 projects stightly from the fagade and has a gable roof and false half-
timbering at the third story. A pair of chimneys rises above the roofline on the east slope of the roof. Stucco with false
half-timbering clads the spandrel between the first and second stories. On the first story, a slightly projecting gabled
entrance fills Bay 1. It has a Tudor-arched entrance with a heavy limestone frame and a historic wood panel door with
multi-light glazing. A historic metal sconce hangs over the opening. A small non-historic one-over-one double-hung viny!
window fills Bay 2. Single windows fill the remaining Bays 1-3 on each story and Bay 6. Openings with limestone sills and
red brick lintels access balconies on each story in Bays 4 and 5. Pairs of historic wood French doors pierce the wall within
the baiconies. Pairs of windows fill Bay 7. Bands of three windows fill Bay 8.

West Elevation — South Wing

An asphalt shingle side-gable roof caps this elevation organized into four bays (Photo 2). Projecting balconies with gabled
roofs define the north and south ends of the elevation. On the first and second stores the balconies have brick kneewalls
with limestone caps and brick columns; on the third story they have groups of three square wood columns at each corner
and a twisted wrought iron metal rail. Stucco with false half<timbering clads the third story and the gable ends of this
elevation. Pairs of historic wood French doors fill Bays 1 and 4 within the balconies. Pairs of windows fill Bays 2 and 3 on
each story.

Soutt Elevation

The south elevation has a straight brick parapet with a limestone cap (Photo 5). Twelve bays organize this elevation. A
gabled roof rises above Bay 1. Bays 4-9 project slightly from the fagade; Bays 4 and 9 are canted. A band of three
windows fills Bay 1. Single windows fill Bay 2; pairs of windows fill Bays 3, 6, 7, and 10-12. Openings with limestone sills
and red brick lintels access balconies in Bays 4-5 on each story and the second and third stories of Bays 8-9. Pairs of
historic wood French door access the building within the balconies. The non-historic hyphen fills Bay 8 on the first story. A
single window fills Bay 9 on this story.
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East Elevation

The east elevation has a straight brick parapet with a limestone cap (Photos 5, 6). Ten bays organize this elevation.
Projecting balconies with brick columns and gable roofs rise in Bays 3, 6, and 10. In Bays 3 and 6 they have wood spindle
rails; in Bay 10 they have brick kneewalls with limestone caps. An exterior brick chimney rises between Bays 4 and 5.
Pairs of windows fill Bays 1, 7, and 9. Single windows fill Bays 2, 4, and 5 on each story. Pairs of historic wood French
doors with flanking windows fill Bays 3 and 6 beneath the balconies. Bay 8 has a non-historic metal door on the first story
and single windows on the second and third stories. Pairs of historic wood French doors fill Bay 10 beneath the balconies.

Interior

Double-loaded roughly L-shaped corridors lined with living units organize each floor. Two historic stairs and a non-historic
elevator provide vertical circulation through the building. Located in each wing of the building, the stairs have wood treads
and risers and historic decorative metal or wood spindle rails. The non-historic elevator is located on the south wall of the
main lobby.

The main entrance opens into a small lobby (Photo 11). [t has plaster beams on the ceiling with decorative plaster
brackets. The lobby leads to a non-historic open reception and lounge area with drywall partitions. An opening along the
south wall leads to the hyphen and Curtis Court. Ten hotel units and closets line each side of the corridor on each story.
Units comprised of multiple rooms range from studio to one-bedroom units (Photos 12, 13). All have bathrooms,
kitchenettes and closets. Recessed nooks that once housed Murphy beds are extant in most rooms, '

Corridor walls feature heavily-textured plaster and tall wood base frim; walls in the rooms are smooth historic piaster or
non-historic drywall. Non-historic carpet, sheet vinyl, or ceramic tile covers the floors throughout the building; historic
plaster or non-historic drywali covers the ceilings. Historic mirrorsfwﬁith decorative plaster frames are extant in the
corridors. Historic wood panel doors set in wood frames access each room. Doors into hotel suites are angled at the
upper corners; doors into closets and within units are square. Some units have historic wood crown molding and base
frim: others have non-historic wood trim. Historic wood French doors access the balconies and interior rooms in some
suites. Kitchenettes have non-historic countertops and wall-mounted cabinets; bathrooms have non-historic fixtures.

The basement has been renovated into an event space/ public space for the hotel. A large dining area and small kitchen
fill the north end; men's and women's restrooms, a common room and a fithess room fill the west end. All have non-
historic finishes including carpet or exposed concrete floors and drywall partitions and ceilings.

Curtis Court Contributing
~ Peters, Nelle 1928-1930
Exterior

The three-story L-shaped building has a limestone foundation, buff brick cladding and a flat roof (Photo 7). The terrain
slopes down to the southeast to exposed the basement level on the east elevation. The primary elevations face south and
west, A combination of pent roofs, straight parapets, crenellated parapets and gabled wings ormament the roofline on
each elevation, Unless otherwise stated, window openings have red rowlock brick sills and jack arch brick lintels. Non-
historic double-hung vinyi windows with simulated muntin grids fill all window openings. Stucco with false half-timbering
clads all gable ends.

A hexagonal tower with a polygonal asphalt roof rises at the center of the “L.” A gabled pediment with a limestone shield
ornaments the wall above the third story. Single windows pierce the two exposed sides on the first story. Square openings
with limestone sills and red brick lintels access a balcony on the second story; arched openings with limestone frames,
decorative keystones and decorative wrought iron rails access a third-story balcony. Pairs of historic wood French doors
access the west elevation of the second and third stories within the balconies.

West Elevation- North Wing

A continuous limestone and red brick jack arch lintel spans the west elevation of the north wing beneath the third story
windows (Photo 8). It has an irregular crenelated parapet with decorative rectangular medallions. Three bays organize
this elevation. Bay 2 projects from the fagade and has a hip roof with a gabled pediment. Two chimneys rise above the
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rooffine south of Bay 2. Segmental arched openings pierce Bays 1 and 3 at the third story. Single windows fill Bay 1 on
each story. In Bay 2, bands of three windows fill former balcony openings on the first and second stories; a wood-framed
opening with wrought iron metal rail pierces the third story. A pair of historic wood French doors accesses the building
within the balcony. Pairs of windows fill Bay 3.

South Elevation- North Wing

Four bays organize the south elevation of the north wing (Photo 7). An irregular crenelated parapet caps this block. A
continuous limestone and red brick jack arch lintel spans this block beneath the third story windows. Bays 1 and 2 have a
pent roof and project from the fagade; a gable rises above Bay 2. Pairs of windows piece the east and west elevations of
this projecting block. Bays 3 and 4 have arched openings at the third story. Bands of three windows fill Bays 1 and 2 on
each story, third story openings have no lintels. Bay 3 has a single window on the first story and pairs of windows on the
second and third stories. Bay 4 has a slightly projecting asymmetrical gabled entrance on the first story. It has an arched
fimestone frame with a historic wood panel door with muiti-light glazing. A historic metal sconce hangs over the apening.
Single windows fill the second and third stories of this bay.

West Elevation- East Wing

The limestone and brick lintel from the west elevation continues across this elevation (Photo 7). Four bays organize this
elevation. Bay 1 has an irregular crenellated parapet with a central peak and a limestone cap. The third story opening is
arched. Bays 2-4 project from the fagade and have a pent rocf. Gables rise above the canted Bay 2 and Bay 4. Narrow
fixed vinyl windows with eight-light applied muntin grids pierce each story in Bay 1 Bays 2 and 3 have balcony openings
with limestone and red brick jack arch sills and red brick lintels. Windows fili each opening on the first story; the second
and third stories are open. Pairs of historic wood French doors pierce the west elevation within the balconies, Bay 4 has
pairs of windows on the first and second stories and a band of three windows without a lintel on the third story.

South Elevation- East Wing _

Five bays organize Block 2. The limestone and brick lintel from the west elevation continues across Bay 1 (Photos 7, 10).
A pent roof caps this bay. Bays 2-6 have a continuous brick lintel and a straight parapet with a limestone cap and a
decorative peak. Pairs of windows fill Bays 1 and 3 on each story; single windows filf Bays 2, 4 and 5.

East Elevation

The east elevation has no parapet. The terrain siopes down to expose the limestone foundation and basement level
(Photo 6). Nine bays organize this elevation. Projecting balconies with flat roofs, brick columns and wood spindle rails rise
in Bays 2, 6 and 9. An exterior brick chimney rises between Bays 3 and 4. Openings pierce the basement level in Bays 1,
3, 5and 7. Pairs of windows filf Bay 1 from the first through the third stories. Single windows fill each story in Bays 3, 5
and 7-8. A non-historic metal door fills Bay 4 at ground level; single windows fill the second and third stories. Pairs of
historic wood French doors with flanking windows fill Bays 2 and 6 beneath the balconies. Pairs of historic wood French
doors fiil Bay 9 beneath the balconies.

North Elevation

The north elevation has eight bays and a straight parapet with a limestone cap. A projecting balcony with a gable roof,
brick columns and wood spindle rail rises in Bay 4. A continuous limestone and red brick jack arch sill spans the elevation
beneath the third story windows. Bay 1 has a single window and the non-historic connector on the first story. Bands of
three windows fill the second and third stories. Pairs of windows fill Bays 2, 5-6 and 8 at each story; single windows fil
Bays 3 and 7, pairs of historic wood French doors fill Bay 4 beneath the balconies.

|nterior

The interior configuration closely resembles the Senate Apartments. Double-loaded L-shaped corridors lined with rooms
organize each floor (Photo 16). One historic straight stair provides vertical circulation through the building (Photo 15). It
has wood treads and risers and historic decorative metal and wood spindle rails.

The former main entrance opens into a narrow double-height lobby (Photo 14). It has a historic vaulted wood ceiling with
wood beams and finials. Decorative medailions ornament the walls beneath the ceiling. A balcony along the north wall has
a decorative metal rail. A small set of stairs with a metal rail lead from the lobby Into the corridor. An opening along the
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north wall of the corridor leads to the hyphen and Senate Apartments. Hotel units are comprised of various rooms and
range from studio to one-bedroom units (Photo 17). All have bathrooms, kitchenettes and closets. Openings from former
Murphy beds are extant in most rooms.

Historic wood panel doors set in wood frames access each room. Doors into hotel suites are ogee arched; doors into
ciosets and within units are square. Corridor walls feature heavily-textured plaster, large wood base frim and decorative
crown molding; walls in the rooms are smooth historic plaster or drywall. Non-historic carpet, sheet vinyl or ceramic tile
covers the floors; historic plaster or non-historic drywall covers the ceilings. Historic mirrors with decorative plaster frames
are extant in the corridors. Some units have historic wood crown molding and base trim; others have non-historic wood
trim. Historic wood French doors access the balconies and interior rooms in some suites. Kitchenettes have non-historic
countertops and wall-mounted cabinets; bathrooms have non-historic fixtures.

A utility and mechanical space fills the majority of the basement; it has exposed concrete ficors and ceilings. An area in
the northeast corner is a finished lounge. It has non-historic carpet floor, exposed concrete ceilings and drywall partitions.

Hyphen Non-Contributing
Allen Belot Architects 1990

A small non-historic block connects the south elevation of the Senate Apartments to the north elevation of Curtis Court. It
is a fully-glazed ramped walkway with a standing seam metal roof at the first story. At the basement level it has brick walls
and a standing seam metal gable roof. The roof continues over an entrance on the east elevation. A pair of giazed metal
doors with sidelights fills the entrance.

INTEGRITY

The Senate and Curtis Court Apartments Historic District has experienced few alterations since the period of significance
and retains all aspects of integrity. Still in its original location and setting in downtown Topeka, apartment buildings, single-
family residences, and governmental and commercial buildings of various dates, styles and period surround the District.
The design, materials, and workmanship of the District, as envisioned by architect Nelle Peters, remain intact. The Tudor
Revival style buildings feature historic stucco with false half-timbering, crenellated parapets, historic limestone ornament,
Tudor-arched openings, and distinct angled balconies on the exterior. The interior configuration of living quarters
organized around double-loaded L-shaped corridors is intact. Historic materials include heavily-textured plaster walls,
decorative plaster crown molding and ornament, wood trim and arched wood doors. Alterations include the construction of
the connecting hyphen, replacement windows, and reconfiguration of portions of the interior to accommodate use as a
hotel. A third building, identical to the Senate Apartments and constructed immediately south of Curtis Court, was
demolished due to significant deterioration. These changes all occurred during the 19980-1991 renovation and do not
compromise the overall integrity of the District. While the window frames and sashes are not historic, the replacement
windows match the historic configuration. Each building still retains its distinctive courtyard and together these buildings
form a unified District. The hyphen is located on secondary elevations between the buildings and could be removed
without impacting the historic buildings. Historic fenestration patterns are visible on each elevation, and interior
organization remains largely intact. Overall the District retains the feeling of Tudor Revival style and the new multi-family
residential apartment buildings that characterized Topeka during the 1920s and 1930s. [t retains the association with Nelle
Peters, one of the few female architects practicing in the region during this time.,




United States Depariment of the Interior
NP'S Form 10-900

Senate and Curtis Court Apartments Historic District

Name of Property

Nationai Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
OMB No, 1024-0018

Shawnee, Kansas
County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicabie National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National
Register fisting.)

A

DD

Property Is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history. :

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, peried, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant

and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individuat distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
{Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious

purposes.
removed from its original focation.

a birthplace or grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
a commemorative property.

less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Period of Significance (justification)
The period of significance is 1928 and 1930, the years the buildings were constructed.

Criteria Considerations (justification)

N/A

Areas of Significance
ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance

1928, 1930

Significant Dates
1928, 1930

Significant Person
(Complete enly if Criterion B is marked above.)

N/A

Cuitural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

Peters, Nelle
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Narrative Statement of Significance

Summary

The Senate and Curtis Court Apartments Historic District is eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places
under Criterion C. It is locally significant in the area of ARCHITECTURE. Constructed in 1928 and 1930, the apartment
buildings illustrate the Tudor Revival style as applied to a multi-family residential building. Nelle Peters, a prominent
female architect known for creating practical and efficient apartment buildings, designed the original complex of three
buildings.! Tudor Revival style elements include the brick veneer cladding with stucco and false half-timbering accents,
steeply-pitched gables, crenellated parapets, grouped chimneys, and Tudor arched openings. The interior features
heavily-textured plaster walls, ornate plaster and wood lobbies and decorative arched openings. The Senate and Curtis
Court Apartments Historic District was constructed during a great building boom in Topeka's history when numerous one-
to three-story apartment buildings gradually replaced the upper-class mansions that once filled the surrounding
neighborhood. Few other Tudor Revival style apartment buildings are extant in Topeka. Each building has a distinct
character and set of features, yet together, they form a unified District that illustrates the architectural trends in Topeka
during this time. The period of significance is 1928 and 1930, the dates of construction.

- Elaboration

Tudor Revival Style Architecture

The District demonstrates Tudor Revival style architecture as applied to a multi-family apartment building. Tudor Revival
style developed in the 1880s as part of a larger Eclectic movement. Styles from this period drew on a range of historic
Classical, Medieval, and Renaissance designs resulting in new styles such as Beaux Arts, Spanish Revival, and
Neoclassical. Unlike the previous Victorian period, the new designs were closely based on historic forms, rather than a
free application of historic elements. The Eclectic period began in the 1880s and increased in popularity following the
Chicago Columbian Exposition in 1893. The numerous examples of classical architecture introduced historic styles to the
masses. The Eclectic period went through a hiatus in the early twentieth century as Craftsman and Prairie styles took
favor with American architects.?

Following World War | soldiers returning from Europe brought back classical architectural ideas, breathing new life into the
movement. Again, individual styles of the movement closely resembled historic forms due to the mass reproduction of
historic photographs and pattern books; and new technologies which enabled masonry veneer construction, facilitating
replicas of historic building materials. The Eclectic period remained popular until the 1940s when modern styles such as
Minimal Traditional began to dominate American residential architecture.

Tudor Revival, part of this Eclectic movement, was the second most popular style in the United States during the early
twentieth century. The style is based not on architecture from Tudor England of the sixteenth century, but upon several
late Medieval and early Renaissance English examples. It first gained popularity in England in the 1850s, promoted by
architects such as Phillip Webb and Sir Edwin Lutyens. Several pattern books and photographs distributed in America in
the late 1800s disseminated primary tenets of the style across the country. Early examples of the Tudor Revival in the
United States are larger houses closely based on English manor houses, while later examples are more diverse and
applied to a variety of building sizes and types. The popularity of the style increased exponentially in the 1920s with
advancements in masonry veneer construction which allowed one of the style’s character-defining features, masonry walls,
to flourish. R

The primary tenets of the Tudor Revival style on single-family residences include an asymmetrical form, steeply-pitched
side-gable roof, prominent front-facing gables, tall narrow windows in groups or pairs with multi-light glazing, large
chimneys, round or Tudor arches, and false haif-timbering. Most bulldings have stone or brick cladding, round or Tudor
arched doorways and small porches, chimneys clustered in twos or threes, and sometimes crenellated parapets, such as

! Capper Court, a third building south of the nominated resources, was demolished ¢. 1980.
2 Virginia McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses (New York: Alfred A, Knopf, Inc., 2014), 408.
* McAlester, 407.
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the nominated resources. These features were easily scaled up to ornament small and mid-sized apartment buildings.
Architects incorporated elements of the Tudor Revival style on apartment buildings to communicate their residential
function, blend in with residential surroundings, and create associations with contemporary national trends.

The District is significant because it llustrates the primary tenets of the Tudor Revival style as applied to muti-family
residential apartment buildings. Each of the primary facades features an asymmetrical arrangement of architectural
elements including gables, pent roofs, and balconies. Stucco with false half-timbering and decorative limestone panels
ornament the brick cladding. A variety of crenelated, straight, and stepped parapets articulate the rooflines. The buildings
have pairs of decorative chimneys that rise above the roofline. The smail entrance porches have asymmetrical gable roofs
and round arch and Tudor arched doors. Fenestration is clustered in pairs or groups of three. On the interior, Tudor
arched doors access rooms, the main entrance has an exposed wood ceiling with beams, and walls features heavily-
textured plaster, all of which reflect the Tudor Revival style.

The District is one of the few Tudor Revival style apartment buildings in Topeka, and fully expresses the primary tenets of
the style. During the early 1900s, Topeka was expanding due to diverse industries such as agriculture and manufacturing,
state governmental offices, and several hospitals and asylums that developed in the ci’ty.4 The population grew from
43,684 in 1910 to 64,120 in 1930.° The neighborhood surrounding the nominated resource transitioned, as the city's elite
moved to developing suburbs such as Westboro and new construction gradually replaced many of the existing mansions.
Sanborn Maps from 1913 show large one- and two-story single-family dwellings with complex footprints lined the streets
surrounding the District.® In the 1920s and 1930s, two- to three-story apariment buildings and flats began to fill the
downtown neighborhood west of the Kansas Statehouse. A newspaper article from 1928 noted that Topeka’s “big five-
year building boom is continuing now mainty in the development of multipte family dwellings.”’

The City Directory from 1929-1930 lists nearly forty apartment buildings in a five-block radius surrounding the District.® Of
these forty apartment buildings, only fifteen are extant. Most do not have high-story architecture and are similar in size and
scale to the District. A few are contemporary apartment buildings that exhibit Classical Revival or Mission Revival style
architecture or have a few characteristic elements of these styles. Only one extant building, the Stanleigh Apartments at
913 Southwest Tyler Street, exhibits the Tudor Revival style (1927, Figure 6). This apartment building was also designed
by Peters and is located opposite the District. The single building is much smaller in plan and has only select Tudor
Revival style elements on the exterior, limited to masonry cladding, stucco with false haif-timbering, a stepped parapet and
steep gables, all of which are obscured beneath an extensive covering of ivy.

Apartment construction continued in the early 1930s. The 1935 City Directory lists nearly thirty apartment buildings in
addition to those constructed prior to 1929.° Only seven of the apartment building constructed between 1929 and 1935
_ are extant. Like those from the 1920s, the extant buildings are mostly two- to three-story buildings of similar scale and with
little architectural crnament. The Elms apartment building at 400 Topeka Boulevard also exhibits the Tudor Revival style. it
is a single, two-story building smaller than the nominated resources. Tudor Revival style elements are likewise limited to
stucco with false half-timbering, masonry cladding, and an arched entrance. Thus the District expresses the Tudor Revival
style more fully than the Stanleigh and Elms Apartment buildings and remain one of the few Tudor Revival style apartment
buildings in the city.

Nelle Péters
Nelle Peters was the leading female architect in Kansas City and the surrounding region in the early 1900s. She was born
Nelle Elizabeth Nichols in Niagara, North Dakota in 1884. The family later moved to' Storm Lake, lowa where Peters

" Rosin Preservation, LLC, “College Hill Historic Resources Survey,” {Kansas City, Missouri, 2015), 13.

® Kansas Statistical Absiract, 2013, 48th Edition. (Lawrence, Kansas: Institute for Policy and Social Research, 2014}, 455.

& sanborn Map and Publishing Company, Ltd, Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Topeka, Kansas, (New York: Sanborn Map Company, 1913). Database
onling, http://sanborn.uml.com/proxy.mepl.fib.mo.us/iks/3094/dateid-000001 htm?CCSI+45n (accessed 26 July 2015).

7 As quoted in Douglass Watlace, “Woman architect designed historic Topeka apartment,” The Topeka Capital Journal,” January 12, 1992. Vertical
File-Apartments- Senate Suites, Topeka Room, Topeka-Shawnee County Public Library, Topeka, Kansas.

5 Poli’s Topeka Gity Directory, 1929-1930, (Kansas City, Missouri: R.L. Polk and Company, 1930).

* Polk’s Topeka City Directory, 1935, (Kansas City, Missouri: R.L. Polk and Company, 1935).
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focused on mathematics and art.  After studying at Buena Vista College in Storm Lake from 1899 to 1903, she moved to
Sioux City, lowa to work as a draftswoman for the firm of Eisentraut, Colby and Pottenger.'” As was typical during the
period, she learned the practice through correspondence courses and an apprenticeship with the firm, rather than formal
academic fraining. In 19089, the firm relocated Peters to Kansas City to work under the direction of Ernest O. Brostrom.

In 1910 she started her own practice in Kansas City, focusing on smaller single-family houses and two-to three-story
apartment buildings.” She married William H. Peters in 1911 and limited her practice until the couple divorced in 1923.
After this time, Peters’ work increased exponentially. She became known for apartment building design, employing a
great variety of architectural styles popular at the time, although many of her designs featured the Tudor Revival style. Her
apartment designs were efficient and practical. She collaborated heavily with the Charles E. Phillips Building Company of
Kansas City, greatly enhancing her success and prominence in the 1regior|.12 She claimed responsibility for the design of
over 1,000 buildings during her career, including the Melbourne Apartments (1927}, Ambassador Hotel (1924), and
Pennbroke Apartments (1926), all in Kansas City."

Court groups, several apartment buildings organized around a central courtyard, became one of her signature apartment
styles, beginning in 1919. This arrangement enabled her to create cohesive groups of apartment buildings, increase the
number of exterior walls to maximize the natural light and ventilation through windows, generate a more residential feel for
the apartments, and aliow slight variances in the architectural details. Additionally, it allowed owners to develop a property
one building at a time, as in the nominated resources.™

Although her primary market was in Kansas City, Missouri, Peters designed buildings throughout the country, including
Tulsa, Oklahoma; Asheville, North Carolina; and Jefferson City, Missouri. Other Peters buildings in Topeka, all
constructed between 1925 and 1929, include the Pendennis {1021-1023 Tyler Street), Stanieigh Hall (915 Tyler Street),
Barbarossa (720-722 Taylor Street), and the El Camino (822-824 Topeka Boulevard).”

Peters’ career thrived in the 1920s, before suffering a great decline in the 1930s. The economic downturn during the Great
Depression virtually halted construction in Kansas City, while new building codes limited apartment buiiding construction.
Following the Great Depression, Peters was unable fo return to her previous success. Peters continued to practice on a
limited basis until formal retirement in 1967. She died in 1974."

Property History
Prior to the District, Albert A. Robinson, Vice President of the Santa Fe Railway, resided in an 1886 two-story mansion on

the site. The house was demolished in 1922 after Robinsen and his wife died. Around 1927, construction of the three
buildings designed by architect Nelle Peters began under the direction of contractor Ed Smith.""  Capper Court was
completed in the spring of 1928; the Curtis was completed later in 1928, and the Senate was finished within the following
two years (Figure 7). The two more prominent of the buildings were named for Kansas senators Arthur Capper and
Charles Curtis (Curtis became Vice President of the United States from 1929 to 1933). The project was largely a female-
run operation, unusual during this time period. Neile Peters, renowned female architect from Kansas City, designed the
buildings; Mrs. Z.L. Peters, also of Kansas City owned and developed the property; Mrs. W. L. Hinson managed the

' George Ehrilich and Sherry Pitand, “The Architectural Career of Nelte Peters,” Missouri Historical Review, 83:4 {January 1989) 164.

" Tony Gardner and Roger Maserang, National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form, “Nelle E. Peters Traost Avenue Historic District,” (2009),
8-9-8-11

12 Tony Gardner and Roger Maserang, National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form, “Nelle E. Peters Troost Avenue Historic District,” (2009),
8-9-8-11 ‘

12 The Ambassader Hotel and Pennbroke Apartments were listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1983 and 2008, respectively. All three
buildings are extant. :

“ Enrlich and Piland, 167. _

'® Nancy Tompkins, *Capitalizing on a suile deal,” The Topeka Capital Journal,” September 22, 1991. Vertical File-Apartments- Senate Suites, Topeka
Room, Topeka-Shawnee County Public Library, Topeka, Kansas. The Pendennis and El Camino have been demolished; Stanleigh Hall and
Barbarossa are extant,

*® Ehritch and Piland, 175.

7 Wallace, "Woman architect designed historic Topeka apartment.”




United States Department of the Interior Nationat Park Service / Nationa! Register of Hislesic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-300 OMS No. 1024-0018
Senate and Curtis Court Apartments Historic District Shawnee, Kansas
Name of Property County and State

complex. The Kansas City landscape architecture firm of Hare and Hare landscaped the property surrounding the
buildings."®

The buildings in the Dlstrict employed the popular architectural style and modern materials of the period, although each
was slightiy different. The L-shaped Curtis Court faced south and west, and Capper Court faced north and west. The L-
shaped Senate Building faced north and west to the streets and had slightly different architectural ornament. Curtis Court
and Capper Court had eight three-room units on each floor and featured lancet-arched doors in the corridors. The Senate
building was slightly larger with ten three-room units per floor and had less ornate doors that angled at the upper corners.
All had faux-stucco on the interior corridor walls, decorative wood and plaster elements, and ornate stair railings.

The posh apartments were intended for individuals or couples. Upper- and middle-class Topekans resided in the District
from construction of the buildings into the 1950s. The 1929-1930 City Directory lists residents for only the Curtis Court and
Capper Court Apartments. These individuals worked a vaﬁety of white-collar positions, such as an Executive with the
Kansas Life Insurance Company, organist for Grace Cathedral, and Adjutant General for the State of Kansas. Many
worked for the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe railroad in various capacities, including assistant to the general manager,
clerk and a data computer.™

Upper- and middie-class residents continued to reside in the District in the following decades. The 1950 City Directory lists
residents with similar white-collar or more prominent positions, such as the supervisor of the State Department of
Education, a female occupational therapist, chief clerk for the Secretary of State, and an instructor at the Menninger's
Foundation.”® Following World War 1l new modern apartment buildings were constructed in both downtown Topeka and
new suburban residential areas south and west of the city center. These new developments competed with the District
and the demographics of the buildings began to slightly change.”’ The 1960 City Directory lists more retirees and widows
in the apartments, as well as salesmen, an agency director for a life insurance company and a manager of Sears,
Roebuck and Company.” As before, several worked for the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe railroad as a boilermaker and
district engineer, among others.

Developers planned a major renovation of the District around 1985 to transform the apartments into a luxury hotel, starting
with the Senate building and Curtis Court. The venture failed and local contractor J.F. McGivern purchased the buildings
in 1989 to undertake a similar renovation. Capper Court had continued to decline in the intervening years, making
rehabilitation infeasible.*” The Senate Building and Curtis Court were renovated into a luxury hotel, connected by a new
hyphen at the basement and first floor. The hotel opened in 1991 and continues to function as a hotel to the present day.

CONCLUSION

The Senate and Curtis Court Apartments Historic District is eligible for inclusion in the National Register under Criterion C
for ARCHITECTURE. Renowned Kansas City female architect Nelle Peters designed the Tudor Revival style buildings.
They were constructed in 1928 and 1930. The buildings mirror each other and together form a unified Distirct. Tudor
Revival style elements include masonry cladding, stucco with false half-timbering, steeply-pitched gables, Tudor arched
doors, and crenellated parapets. Highly-textured stucco walls, wood beams and arched doorways on the interior further
reflect the Tudor Revival style. Senate and Curtis Court Apartments Historic District stands out among the few other
contemporary apartment buitdings in Topeka due to their size and thorough expression of the Tudor Revival style.

'S Wallace, “Woman architect designed historic Topeka apartment.”

19 po’s Topeka City Directory, 1929-1931, (Kansas City, Missowi: R.L. Polk and Company, 1930).

2 polk’s Topeka City Directory, 1950, (Kansas City, Missowi: R.L. Polk and Company, 1950).

*' Douglass Wallace, National Register of Historic Places Nemination Form, “The Devon Apartments,” {Topeka, Kansas, 2001), 8-5.
% Poll’s Topeka City Directory, 1960, (Kansas City, Missourl: R.L. Polk and Company, 1960).

* wallace, “Woman architect designed historic Topeka apartment.”
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Provide latitude/longitude coordinates OR UTM coordinates.
{Place additional coordinates on a continuation page.)
Latitude/l.ongitude Coordinates

Datum if other than WGS84:

{enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)

1 39.048561 -95.682100 3

Latitude: Longitudse: Latitude: Longitude:
2 4

Latitude: Longitude: Latitude: Longitude:
OR
UTM References .

NAD 1927  or NAD 1983

1 3

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2 4

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description {describe the houndaries of the property)
Original Town, Lot 200+, Tyler Street Lots 209 through 312 (even numbered lots), Section 31, Township 11, Range 16.

Boundary Justification {explain why the boundaries were selected)
The nominated boundary includes the area currently and historically associated with the resources.

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte Rachel Nugent, National Register and Survey Coordinator; Lauren Rieke, Historic Preservation Specialist

organization Rosin Preservation date August 2015

street & number 215 W. 18" Street telephone 816-472-4950

city or town Kansas City state MO Zip code 64108
e-mail Lauren@rosinpreservation.com

Property Owner: {complete this item at the request of the SHPQ or FPO)

name James Parrish, Senate Suites, LLC
street & number 700 SW Jackson Sireet telephone  785-233-5411
city or town Topeka state KS zip code 66612

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being coflected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibitity for listing, fo fist properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended {16 U.5.C.460 et seq.).
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‘Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Photographs
Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each digital image must be 1600x1200 pixels (minimum), at
300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs to a sketch map or aerial map. Each photograph must be
numbered and that number must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log. For simplicity, the name of
the photographer, photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn't need to be labeled on every
photograph.

Photograph Log

Name of Property.  8enate and Curtis Court Apartments Historic District

City or Vicinity: Topeka

County: Shawnee State: Kansas
Photographer: Brad Finch, F-Stop Photography

Date

Photographed: July 2015

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating dirsction of camera:

1 of 17: West elevations, Senate in background, Curtis Court in foreground. View northeast.

2 of 17: Senate building, southwest corner. View northeast.

3 of 17: Senate building, north and west efevations. View east.

4 of 17: Senate building, northeast corner. View southwest.

5 of 17: Senate building, southeast corner. View northwest.

6 of 17; East elevations, Curtis Court on left, Senate building on right. View west.

7 of 17: Curtis Court, south and west elevations. View northeast.

8 of 17: Curtis Court, west elevation. View east.

9 of 17: Senate building, contextual view showing Kansas Statehouse in the background. View southeast.
10 of 17: Curtis Court, contextual view showing parking lot and Docking State Office Building in the background. View
northeast. _

11 of 17: Senate huilding, first floor, iobby. View northwest.

12 of 17: Senate building, third floor, one-bedroom suite. View south.

13 of 17: Senate building, third floor, one-bedroom suite. View southeast.

14 of 17: Curtis Court, second floor, view of historic lobby. View south.

15 of 17: Curtis Court, first floar, historic stair. View east.

16 of 17: Curtis Court, third floor, typical corridor, View southwest.

17 of 17; Curtis Court, second floor, typical studio unit. View east.

Figures
Include GIS maps, figures, scanned images below.

Figure 1: Contextual Map. Source: Google Maps, 2015,
Figure 2: Site Map. Source: Google Maps, 2015.
Figure 3: Photo Map, Exterior. Source:.

Figure 4: Photo Map, Interior. Source:.
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Figure 5: Stanleigh Apartments, 913 SW Tyler Street, 2015. Source: Brad Finch, F-Stop Photography.
Figure 6: Historic Photo, ¢.1935. Source: Harold B Wolfe, Kansasmemory.org.
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Figure 2: Site Map. Source: Google Maps, 2015.
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Figure 3: Photo Map, Exterior. Source:.On file at Parish Hotel Corporation offices, Topeka, Kansas.
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Figure 4: Photo Map, Senate Suites, Interior. Source:.On file at Parish Hotel Corporation offices, Topeka, Kansas.
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Figure 5: Photo Map, Curtis Court, Interior. Source..On file af Parish Hotel Corporation offices, Topeka, Kansas.
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Figure 6: Stanleigh Apartments, 913 SW Tyler Street, 2015. Source: Brad Finch, F-Stop Photography.
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Topeka Worth Saving Nomination Form

Name of Property: AT&SF Payroll Office
Property Address: NE Crane St.

City: Topeka
State: Kansas
Zip:

Nominator Information:

Name: Robert Bates
Address: 887 N 750 Rd
Lawrence
Kansas
66047
Phone: 785-393-5012
Email: batesrg@hotmail.com

Property Owner Information:

Name: BNSF Railroad
Address: 4515 Kansas Ave.
Kansas City, Kansas
66106
Phone:
Email:
Is the property owner aware of this nomination? No

Describe the property in detail: Mid 1800\'s limestone office /payroll office for the AT&SF railway. It has
3 floors with a security Guard walk around at the top. It has a vault room. I'm sure it’s had many uses
over the years and it is currently used as storage and work shop for the signal and structures
department, and the bottom floor is all that is used due to the poor conditions of the upper floors. It has
not had any significant repairs done in many years but has still stood the test of time quite well.

Why is the property endangered? How imminent is the threat? Due to the poor shape and the amount
of repairs to make it safe on the interior the railroad would rather have it dismantled than put the
money in it. The threat is imminent due to they have moved a container in and told the local signal
maintainer to start preparing to move out of the building after he tried to get some minor repairs done.

How might the property be re-used or adapted? Many uses, as an office building, warehouse, work
shops, retail shop, apartments.

What physical restoration or repairs are required to preserve the property? Interior repairs some
hazardous material such as lead paint and possible asbestos tile in an office. Windows and doors are a
main issue downstairs.

Do you know of any groups or individuals involved in saving this property? Just me as of now.
Contact railroads real estate dept, or even owner Warren Buffet, or railroads CEO Carl Ice to convince to

sell or restore.

Designation, if known: None.
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AT&SF Patterns Shop &
Laboratory, Constructed in 1885







1885 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, Topeka, Kansas
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